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THE OUTLOOK FOR ARCHITECTURE 


HE representative society of a great profession, such 
Te the Royal Institute of British Architects, does not 
choose its leader by the following of a roster but by careful 
lection on merit and attainment; and, accordingly, the 
line of Presidents has been one of the greatest distinction. 
No man, however great, could fail to feel the honour 
of election to such an office and a sense of satisfaction that 
it has fallen to his lot to accept it. 

The Presidential Address thus becomes a vehicle for 
statesmanlike utterances. The man, we are assured, is wise 
and capable, and the occasion is one to put him at his best, 
keyed up to the task of maintaining the high standard of 
a sequence of addresses which have followed one upon 
the other for more than a hundred years. 
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The most recent of these, delivered by Mr. L. H. Keay, 
the new President, and recorded in this issue, will rank as 
oe of the best that has been heard for many years— 
high praise, indeed, when considering those which have 
passed. It was a good address in form and substance, 
opening quietly and modestly, and building up to spoken 
thoughts which will inspire the profession afresh at the 
threshold of its testing time. Its value is enhanced by 
he personal modesty with which it was delivered. 
It is quite trae, as the President pointed out, that his 
name is unconnected with the building of a great cathedral, 
t comparable work of architecture, such as has been 
attached to the names of many Past-Presidents, but if 
Mr. Keay himself is unaware of the influence he has im- 
pressed upon architecture through his work, the profession 
hould lose no time in disabusing him of a misapprehension 
vhich seemed to be the only one under which he suffered. 


The President’s remarks about salaried architects and 
rchitects in practice were valuable and much to the 
point, and he did well to lay stress upon the unity of 
urpose which both branches of the profession share. 
he enemy of architecture, and therefore of architects, 
s incompetence, wherever it makes its appearance, and 
t would be a glad day for the incompetent if a wedge 
ould be finally driven between those who are paid by 
alary and those who are paid fees. Those official archi- 
ects who think with Mr. Keay are the best friends the 
rivate practitioner can have, and it is good to feel that the 
lavage that once threatened a breach between one and 
he other is now healed, in spite of disruptive forces which 
till hover on the outskirts, and against whose blandish- 
nents Mr. Keay’s words were directed. 

As an official the President might have been expected to 
efend bureaucracy in all its works, but his well-balanced 
udgment was most wisely divided between an acceptance 
f such control as we must suffer and a desire that this 
ontrol should be as lightly operated as circumstances 
tmit. Many have felt with him that the country would 
enefit if some of the repressive and unproductive energies 
hich are directed from the Departments of State were 
edirected into productive activities, but few could have 
xpressed the thought in such moderate and felicitous 
terms. Coming from one who has for years directed a very 

















large official department, the utterance must command 
considerable respect. 

Those who have seen Mr. Keay’s work know it to be 
both progressive and traditional, which are qualities that 
have been an integral part of the British way in architecture 
throughout its finest pages of history. These are qualities 
also which are more urgently needed now than ever before, 
at a time when shortages of materials urge upon us unusual 
and makeshift methods of building. The President spoke 
from his heart in his references to tradition, and his words 
were not those of a tired old man, overtaken by the hustle 
and novelties of modern Britain, but those of a vigorous 
architect eager to press on with the task. They were 
words which have been too seldom uttered in recent years, 
when the smart saying and the hastily contrived argument 
have cut at the roots of studentship and sound learning. 

The confusion of architecture with mere antiquarianism 
was another constructive point which the President made, 
and which made doubly clear the positive nature of his 
traditional creed. It is one of the burdens the architect 
has to bear that those who seem to be the natural patrons 
of his art have such little consciousness of the real 
meaning of the art of structure, though well versed in all 
the facts of architectural history. That spirit of a worship 
for antiquity, coupled with a lack of understanding of the 
principles which govern the best of old and new alike, has 
done more than anything else to promote a break with 
tradition and to encourage a form of architecture which 
has said all it has to say as soon as the roof is on. 

The Address also contained much wisdom and statesman- 
ship in its references to output. The barren war years 
were hard ones in which to live, and full of disappointment. 
But they were sustained by the grimness of the task. Now 
we have dangled before us the great prizes which recon- 
struction has to offer. We see years of delightful activity 
before us, such as the architect has not seen for many 
generations. Wren and his contemporaries had no finer 
prospect for the exercise of their art, which is also our art. 

But what could be more dismaying than to have anti- 
climax following close upon the first vision? And there 
is, indeed, a real threat that this may yet come upon us 
if, by half-hearted effort, we fail to build up once more the 
prosperity which has been sapped by years of war. The 
cost of production will, at least in part, form the inverse 
measure of our efforts, and those who care for the health 
and well-being of the country will watch that gauge as 
anxiously as the doctor watches the temperature of a 
fevered patient. For our building schemes to be stillborn, 
as Mr. Keay put it, would be a blow far more devastating 
than any we suffered under the bombing by the enemy, 
for there are fine things to be done to make the world a 
better place in which to live. 

This is the time to wish the new President a happy and 
successful term of office. That it will be successful is 
almost assured by the quality of his Presidential Address. 
That it will be happy as the outcome of success we sincerely 
hope. But in any case it has become quite clear that the 
Institute has once more chosen well its leader. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


More Craftsmanship. 

A gsourNEY into the Cotswolds last 
week-end, and a visit to a delightful old 
chairmaker’s workshop, put us into a 
nostalgic reverie for things past, for the 
simple yet intensely logicai approach to the 
unaiterable necessities of life. At the risk 
of being dubbed sentimental and reaction- 
ary, we will assert that the chairmaker, 
an old man, with no apprentices or sons to 
carry on his work, gave us a distinct feel- 
ing that the whole trend of building crafts- 
manship was heading in the wrong direc- 
tion. 

The argument usually offered for mass 
production is that the population has in- 
creased double-fold, and that people of 
the craftsman stock no longer have any 
inclination to follow their inherited craft, 
and that they can make better livings in 
factories. Of course, population has in- 
creased, but so, too, has the number of 
possible craftsmen. It is not for nothing 
that so many office workers have little 
workshops in their houses and gardens, to 
which they repair after a day’s work in the 
city, to give vent to their natural love of 
making things with their hands. The 
trouble is that their education has dictated 
to them that office life is their natural 
habitat. Many of them, and they will 
probably be the first to admit it, are 
‘* misplaced persons,’ doomed to follow 
work that does not appeal to them, and 
only for a comparatively short time able to 
engage in work that does. — 

his is no cry for a revival of another 
self-conscious arts and crafts movement, 
but it is an appeal for a better funda- 
mental education in handicrafts. The 
new materials are here, but are here 
partly because we have not the trained 
men to work the old. But the old 
materials are still with us, all deeply 
rooted in our national life, not in super- 
abundance but in quantity enough to serve 
the needs of many people, if they have 
been blessed with a craftsman’s know- 
ledge. As we see things, it is not an 
argument of synthetic materials versus 
natural materials; the tragedy arrives 
when people begin to prefer the synthetic 
type. 

Architectural Exodus! 

A CORRESPONDENT in the ‘ Londoner’s 
Diary’ in the Evening Standard last 
week voiced the majority of architects’ 
views when he stated that the profession 
was in a bad way, and that many young 
architects were taking themselves off to 
the Colonies, where at least there is some 
hope of building within a fairly short 
time. These young men, he pointed out, 
would be lost to the home effort, when 
the home effort starts. 

Publicity of this sort for the profession 
is much needed; it is a thousand pities 
that this should be so, but it is so. Not 
that the average architect barely making 
a living minds being informed by almost 
every layman he meets that ‘‘ as an archi- 
tect you must be making a fortune in 
these days.”’ It is, after all, better to be 
misinterpreted than pitied, but the daily 
Press has a tremendous directive power 
(hence the Royal Commission!), and no 
harm can be done by having the spotlight 
of interest turned upon architecture for a 
bit. But it is an indication of the trend 
of events that one of the busiest architects 
in London now is working almost entirely 
upon Colonial buildings. 

Perhaps the new “ low’? was reached 
a few weeks ago, in the B.B.C.’s ‘In 
Town To-night,”” when a girl, one of a 
party of mannequins off to the States to 
display British clothes, admitted that she 
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had been trained as an architect, but 
omitted to say why she had changed her 
work, Perhaps she sees no difference 
between fashion and architecture. 


The Modern Swedish Home. 

WHETHER we live in a flat, -country 
mansion, council house or suburban villa, 
the design and interior decoration of the 
home is an ever-popular subject to most 
of us in this country. In Sweden, how- 
ever, the matter calls for additional inter- 
est, since cramped room space is one of 
the particular problems of housing in that 
country and necessitates the exercise of 
the utmost care in the furnishing and 
decoration of the home. 

Of particular interest, then, is the 
*‘Modern Swedish Home Exhibition ” 
now running at the Building Centre, 9, 
Conduit-street, W.1. It would appear 
that the Swedes are tackling their small 
room-space problem in a forthright and 
successful manner, for ‘‘ knock-down ”’ 
or ‘‘ package ”’ furniture, the invention of 
architect-designer Elias Svedberg, which 
arrives in packing cases and needs little 
more than a screwdriver to assemble, 
forms a principal feature of the exhibition 
and is but one example of Sweden’s 
modern trends in space economy. 

The patterns of the textiles shown are 
cheerful, as also are the lampshades de- 
signed by Le Klint and Bertil Brisborg. 
Two small points about the Exhibition 
generally, however: Why must all the 
pictures on the walls be at eye level? 
And is everybody in Sweden so meti- 
culously tidy? A few books or a hat and 
scarf lying here and there on a table or 
chair would have introduced a welcome 
‘“ human ”’ touch.” 

The Exhibition has been arranged in 
collaboration with the Nordiska Kom. 
paniet, of Stockholm, and is under the 
auspices of tho Building Centre, with the 
support of the Design and Industries As- 
sociation and the Council of Industria] 
Design. 


A Draughtsman’s Hands. 

A younG aRcHiTEcT lately demobilised 
from the Army was bemoaning the fact 
that after six years of hard physical exer- 
cise his prowess as a draughtsman had 
perceptibly diminished. This, he felt sure, 
was not due merely to the passing of the 
oe or to the period of laying off work, 

ut primarily due to the fact that the 
heavy physical work with his arms and 
hands had made him muscle bound. We 
remember ‘‘ The Golden Boy ” in Clifford 
Odets’ play who wanted to be a violinist, 
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but took to prize-fighting instead and found 
that his hands were ruined for playing. 
There may be an exaggeration in this com. 
parison, but a draughtsman’s hands ar 
pretty valuable things, and it is usually 
only when something happens to them 
that their value is fully realised. 

















The American Housing Shortage. 

Some revealing facts about the housj 
shortage in America are given by Alistair 
Cooke in an article published in ‘‘ The 
Listener’ for October 17. Explaini 
that this autumn there will be 970, 
‘‘ veterans ” (or ex-Servicemen) applying 
to enrol in American universities and col. 
leges, he declares that 480,000 will be 
turned away because there is no room for 
them. ‘‘ Koom,”’ he explains, means 4 
place to make a home. 

‘* Of all the failures of the period we cal] 
by the grand name of ‘ post-war reconver. 
sion,’ ’’ he proceeds, ‘‘ the most miserable 
—and could be the most ominous—is the 
failure to meet even the modest goals of 
the Federal Housing Administration which 
was set in the first year of peace. The 
National Housing Plan, made in Washing. 
ton, figured in this way: to prevent an 
alarming drift into slumdom, between 
12,000, and 16,000,000 new houses have 
to be built in the next 10 years, which is 
twice as many houses eve 
America has ever put up. Why twice as 
ng Well, we are beginning to reap 
the harvest of our stupidity after the last 
war, when the price of a new home was 
also so inflated that many people, in buy- 
ing a home they could barely afford, 
bought a home much smaller and more 
jerry-built than they would have in what 
we call normal times. These houses, mil- 
lions of them that went up, were small and 
fairly fragile and cheap. When the boom 
came many owners got out of them into 
something more pretentious. | When the 
slump came, their rents went down like a 
lift. Poorer people took over. They went 
unpainted (I should say that most houses in 

erica, great and small, are wooden 
houses)—they went unpainted and un. 
mended. They were already slums, 


Four Millions Without Homes. 

“Or the proposed 12,000,000 new 
houses,” proceeds Mr. Cooke, ‘the 
Government reckoned to build 1,200,000 by 
the end of 1946. To date, 290,000 are 
finished, less than a quarter. The 
Government also reckon to put up 
200,000 shelter homes—pathetic makeshifts 
like what you call Nissen huts, done over 
for uncomplaining civilians, we hope; 
25,000 have been finished, or one-eighth. 
We now face the appalling fact that of 
the 8,000,000 men demobilised since VJ- 
Day, 4,000,000 of them are having to live 
with relatives or friends. Do you wonder, 
then, that of the 500,000 who will get into 
college, many of them will work, are 
working, under conditions unlike those of 
any student life that America has ever 
known? Many of them are married, and 
have children,” 

To help to cope with the housing short- 
age, tugboat cabins are now being used as 
dwellings for ‘‘ veteran ” students at Ala- 
bama Polytechnic Institute. The build- 
ings are 17 ft. long by 7 ft. wide, and each 
can accommodate two men. 


** Britain Can Make It ”’ Exhibition. 


Tue Council of Industrial Design an- 
nounces that, with the generous permission 
of the Advisory Council of the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, the ‘“ Britain Can 
Make It’’ Exhibition will remain open 
until December 31 next and will then be 



























































the Museum’s other commitments. 
The Council states further that on and 
from Tuesday, November 12, the exhibition 
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A HANSOM BUILDING, LEICESTER. The Baptist Chapei in Belvoir-street, seen 


above, has just been purchased by Leicester City Council for educational purposes. 


It has been disused for several years. 


It was designed about a century ago by 


loseph Aloysius Hansom, first Editor of THE BUILDER, and, owing to its shape, 
has always been known as the “Pork Pie’’ Chapel. 


will be closed to the public every Tuesday 
and Friday morning from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m, 
until December 31, or until. further notice. 
On Tuesday mornings the exhibition will 
be reserved for school parties, and on 
Friday mornings, beginning at 9.15 a.m., 
directors, managers and buyers of indus- 
trial and commercial establishments and 
foreign visitors can obtain admission on 
presentation of their signed business cards, 


An Exhibition of Plastics. 

A Plastics Exhibition is now open at 
Dorland House, W. Its purpose is to show 
the public the achievements in plastics up 
to date and future possibilities. 

Scepticism may prevail as to the ‘‘ age 
of miracles’? but some astonishing 
examples of the uses of plastics may be 
seen at this exhibition, which has been 
organised by the Daily Graphic. A mul- 
tiplicity of articles is on exhibition, 
grouped under nine sections: sports and 
toys, medical and technical, bathroom and 
toilet, travel, electrical and hardware, 
domestic, faricy articles, display furniture 
and w.c, articles. Noticeable are draw- 
ing instruments, tee squares, rolling paral- 
lel rules, slide rules, set squares, to men- 
tion articles required by architects and 
builders. The exhibition was designed by 
Mr. Richard Lavin and carried out by 
Messrs. Beck and _ Pollitzer, plastic 
materials being used wherever possible. 
An informative catalogue contains a fore- 
word by Viscount Kemsley. 

The exhibition is open to the public until 
November 27. 


Kensington-square. 

THe Interim Report, 1946, of the 
Georgian Group makes reference to Ken- 
sington-square, ‘“‘the only 17th century 
London square to retain its ‘period’ 
character.’’ Considerable publicity was 
given to the fact that the Kensington 
Housing and Town Planning Committee 
would advise the Borough Council that no 
alteration should be made in the L.C.C.’s 
proposal to zone the Square as a “ special 
business’ area. The full Council con- 


sidered the matter on November 5, rejected 
the advice of its Committee and, by 41 


votes to 18, decided to recommend that 
the Square be re-zoned as _ residential. 
‘‘ The Georgian Group’s proposal to this 
effect,’’ states the Report, ‘‘ is therefore 
supported not only by the National Trust 
and the London Society, but also by the 
local Council.”’ 


L.C.C. Engineer Appointed. 

Mr. J. RAWLINSON, M.Eng., 
M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., M.I.M. and 
Cy.E., at present city engineer and sur- 
veyor to Westminster, has been appointed 


COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, November 16. 
ASSOCIATION oF BuiLpING TECHNICIANS (LONDON 
District). Conference on ‘Immediate Policy 
for Council Housing and Redevelopment.” Lon- 
don School of Hygiene, Keppel-street, W.C.1. 
2 p.m. 





Monday, November 18, 

InstiTuTE oF QuANTITY SURVEYORS. 
Meeting (London Branch). Alliance 
Palmer-street, S.W.1. 6.15 p.m. 

Roya Institution oF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
(Junior Organisation). “Brains Trust” on 
topical subiect of professional interest. R.I.C.S., 
12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 19. 

Tue Lonpon Society. Lantern Lecture, ‘‘ The 
Reconstruction Scheme for Stepney and Poplar,” 
by Mr. Arthur G. Ling, B.A., A.R.1.B.A., 
A.M.7.P.1., Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, 12, Great George-street, §.W.1. 


p.m. 
Buitpine InpustRies Nationat Councit, Third 
Building Congress. Central Hall, Westminster, 


General 
Hall, 


S.W.1. Continuing on November 20. 
Wednesday, November 20, 
Toe Royau Sanitary Institute. Mr. S. B. 
Hamitton, M.Sc., A.M.I.C.E., M.I.Struct.E., 


on “ Standards of Efficiency for Houses.’’ Royal 
Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace-road, 
§$.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

Tue RoyaL Institution OF CHARTERED SurR- 
veyors. Quantity Surveyors’ General Meeting. 


Mr. G. D. Walford on ‘‘ The Principles of the 
Trade-by-Trade System of Taking Off Bills of 
uantities.” Lecture Hall, C.S., 12, Great 


1? 

eorge-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 21. 

Town PuanninG Institute. Presidential Ad- 
dress by Mr. H. W. J. Heck, M.ILM. & Cy.E., 
M.T.P.I. The Livingstone Hall, Broadway, 
8.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

Saturday, November 23. 
EcciesiococicaL Society, Mr. Arthur 
F.S.A., on “French Romanesque 

The Archbishop Davidson Insti- 
3 p.m. 


THE 
Gardner, 
Sculpture.” 
tute, Lambeth-road, 8.E.1. 





501 


Chief Engineer to the London County 
Council on the retirement of Sir T. Peir- 
son Frank. Mr. Rawlinson is 49, The 
salary will be £3,500. 


L.C.C. Panel of Private Architects. 

Tue London County Council’s Housing 
and Town Planning Committee has re- 
cently enlarged the panel of architects in 
private practice who an be engaged to 
supplement the work of the Council's staff 
in the production of block dwellings, 


Chief Architect, City of Liverpool. 

Tue Council of the City of Liverpool 
invite applications from members of the 
R.I.B.A. for the appointment of Chief 
Architect in the Department of the City 
Architect and Director of Housing. Salary 
£900 per annum, plus war bonus. Age 
must not exceed 45 years. 


Tailpiece! 

A titled lady, owner of a stud at Craw- 
ley, is reported as saying in connection 
with the inquiry into the building of a 
new satellite town near her estate: “I 
consider that the new town would have an 
absolutely fatal effect on my stud”’! 


Professional Announcements. 

Messrs. LLewettyn Smith AND Waters (A. 
Liewellyn Smith, M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., and A. B. 
Waters, M.B.E., G.M., F.R.1.B.A.) have removed 
from 17, Bedford-square, W.C.1, to_103, Old 
Brompton-road, South Kensington, 8.W.7 (Tel. : 
Kensington 8641 and 6428), where they will be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. 

Mr. A. L. Tamxin, A.R.IB.A., has recently 

taken up the apoeeimnent of staff architect to 
the Milk Marketing Board, Thames Ditton, 
Surrey, and would be glad to receive trade cata- 
logues at that address. 
Mr, A. Wuson Knyeate, M.Inst.R.A. 
L.R.1.B.A., architect and surveyor, is now in 
practice at 2, Abingdon-road, Bramhall, Stock- 
port, Cheshire (Tel.: Bramhall 422), and would 
be glad to receive trade catalogues. 

The head office of Mrssrs. Hersert Warp 
AND Partners, architects and surveyors, is now 
at 4, Bute-street, South Kensington, S.W.7 
(Kensington 8826-27). The offices at 4, Wimble- 
don Hill-road, §8.W.19 (Wimbledon 5381), and 
2, Tarver-road, Walworth, S.E.17 (Reliance 3558), 
remain as local offices. The constitution of the 
firm is H. H. R. Ward, M-Inst.R.A., Donald 
Scott, P.A.S.1., B. Silvester, L.R.I.B.A., and 
C. E. G. Eglinton, L.R.I.B.A. Trade catalogues 
at the Kensington address would be appreciated, 

Mr. C. R. Epwarps, A.M.T.P.1., M.RSan.I., 
has been appointed Chief Officer of the Finchley 
Borough Council's new Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Department at The Avenue, Finchley, N.3. 
The Chief Architect, Mr. R. . Horsman, 
A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., would be pleased to re- 
ceive trade catalogues and technical information. 


From The Builder of 1846 
Saturday, November 14, 1846. 
Coat ror Merroponitan Gas.—On an 
average during the darker months, 890 
tons of coal are every day consumed in the 

Metropolitan gas-works. 
«*,An indication of how the Metropolis has 
grown is given by the fact that the average 


daily tonnage of coal used to-day in the 
London district gas works is over 144,000. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Manchester Courts of Law. 

Manchester Corporation are to hold an 
architectural competition for the proposed 
grouping of the Courts of Law. Conditions 
are not yet formulated. 


Proposed Bessingby Housing Estate. 
Briptineton Town Council has decided 
to hold a competition for the design of 
types of houses to be erected on the pro- 
posed Bessingby Housing Estate, and in- 
vite architects to submit designs. 
Premiums of 100 guineas, 50 guineas and 
25 guineas are offered, and particulars and 
conditions of the competition are obtain- 
able from the Borough Engineer, Town 
Hall, Bridlington. The closing date for 
the competition will be notified to each 
applicant for particulars in due course. 
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R. |. B. A. PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
MR. KEAY’S SURVEY OF PROBLEMS OF OUR TIME 


THE First PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS to the Royal Institute of British Architects 
for eight years was delivered on Tuesday night by Mr. Lancelot H. Keay, O.B.E., 
M.Arch. Mr. Keay is the first President from the ranks of the “ official ”’ 
architects, and his influence at a time when so much building work is the 
responsibility of official architects is bound to be considerable. The Liverpool 
Corporation—to which the President is City Architect and Director of Housing 
—is at present engaged in developing a new township at Speke, a work which 
began in 1936, when Mr. Keay submitted his first Report upon “a proposal 


for the building of a self-contained community unit.” 


To date there are 


1,705 dwellings on the rent roll and another 86 in course of erection. Simul- 
taneously, several factories were completed. Much of the work at Speke has 
been illustrated from time to time in our pages, and in conjunction with the 
President’s Address we give a layout plan of the Town Centre and perspective 


views of community buildings proposed to be built. 


The complete develop- 


ment will comprise approximately 6,000 dwellings. 


AVR. L. H. KEAY, O.B.E., M.Arch. 
44. (Liverpool), President of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 
delivered his inaugural address at a 
meeting of the Institute, held at 66, 
Portland-place, W., on Tuesday even- 
ing, November 12. Following is the 
full text of the address :— 

It is eight years since a President of 
this Institute en delivered an inaugural 
address. So far as I have been able to 
ascertain, except that it should be read, 
nothing is laid down as to the form such 
an address should take, but on this 
occasion I imagine you will anticipate a 
review of current events and appreciate 
brevity. I would first ask your indulgence 
for a brief reference to myself and to those 
who, like myself, fill official appointments. 

For the first time in the long history 
of this Royal Institute you have elected 
as your President one whose whole career 
has been spent in the service of various 
local authorities. Lest any should be 
apprehensive as to the advisability of such 
a selection, I hasten to give an assurance 
that it will be my earnest endeavour to 
maintain the dignity of the office and to 
preserve the traditions associated with it. 

In the years to come, my name, unlike 
that of many of my distinguished pre- 
decessors, will not be associated with any 
great masterpiece of architecture. The 
early days of my career were spent work- 
ing as one of a team engaged upon the 
limited work then entrusted to the local 
authorities of this country. In more recent 
years it has been my lot to act as the 
leader of such a team and to accept 
responsibility for the extended operations 
now devolving upon the larger municipali- 
ties. I am in fact a member of that much 
maligned class known as the ‘‘ Bureau- 
crats.”” I would, however, add in self- 
defence that I am not of recent vintage. 

This Institute, with the catholicity to be 
expected of it, does not differentiate 
between those who serve a private indi- 
vidual and those who elect to work as the 
servants of the community. Its function is 
to ensure that all who are admitted to its 
ranks are qualified to discharge satis- 
factorily the responsibilities they accept. 
Any who would attempt to divide our 
ranks do a disservice to the Institute, 
for its strength depends upon the closest 
co-operation of all its members. No 
one worked harder to ensure this co-opera- 
tion than my immediate predecessor, Sir 
Percy Thomas, whom we are glad to see 
with us to-night. 

In the eight years which have elapsed 
since the last inaugural meeting, the whole 
world has suffered from the effect of war 
and devilry. Buildings which were of 


great architectural merit now stand ruined 
or reduced to rubble.. Our ranks have 
suffered casualties, and the normal intake 
of younger men into the profession has 
been considerably reduced. The great 
building industry, with which we are so 
closely associated, has suffered an upheaval 
in its history. 

The revival of this inaugural meeting is 
indicative of our desire to resume full 
activity and to play our part in recon- 
struction and expansion. 


Past and Future. 

As briefly as I can I should like to 
recall the conditions of the immediate pre- 
war period and to suggest some of the 
guiding principles which should govern 
our work in the future. I should like to 
refer, also, to the necessity of inculcating 
among the people a mnore generat apprecia- 
tion of the fine arts, an particularly of 
architecture. 


T am naturally anxious, at a time like 
this, when we must work together in a 
spirit. of co-operation for the greater good 
of all, to avoid raising any matters which 
might arouse controversy. It is difficult, 
however, not to refer to fashion or to 
styles, but I hope that if I do so I shall 
not ‘give offence to those who feel less 
bound to tradition than I do. If I remem- 
ber rightly, more than one President dur- 
ing the decade before the war sounded a 
warning in his address against the accept- 
ance of a machine-made architecture and 
an excess of functionalism, which might 
lead to the complete abandonment of our 
traditional methods of building. The 
buildings. designed immediately before the 
war showed that we thad withstood the 
shock of extreme modernism, and that we 
were settling down to a period of gradual 
evolution. We had borrowed a little from 
the Continent. For instance, many of our 
buildings showed the influence of some of 
the best Dutch and Swedish work. Little 
objection could be taken to this dissemina- 
tion of good design if it was adaptable to 
our needs. After all, we marched to 
victory on the shores of Northern Africa 
to the strains of ‘‘ Lili Marlene,’’ which we 
borrowed from the Germans. The period 
I have referred to was one in which the 
standard of design was showing a marked 
and progressive improvement. 


If I may refer: to the. work in which I 
was then more particularly interested, 
there was evidence of distinct improve- 
ment in the standard of: small house 
design. But there was still much that was 
of poor quality in the. piecemeal and un- 
related developments of private enter- 
prise, and of many local authorities who 
were operating without skilled architec- 
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tural advice. Those who had learnt the 
lessons which only practical experience can 
teach, and realised the restrictions result- 
ing from timid legislation and ministerial 
regulation, began to speak of community 
planning. The building of houses in great 
numbers involved the preparation of a lay- 
out and the design of all the ancillary 
buildings necessary in a complete develop. 
ment. We remembered that we were both 
architects and planners, and that we must 
be called upon to assist in the initial stages 
of a development if it was to attain 
success. 


Quantity and Quality. 

In the decade of which I speak, the move 
towards a greater measure of equality was 
gaining speed, but with it a wave of 
materialism was spreading. For many 
years the influence of those early patrons. 
of the grts—the Church and the great 
householders—had been on the wane. Our 
potential clientele was increasing, but it 
was often the quantity rather than the 

uality of our work that seemed to count. 
The opportunities of designing great monu- 
mental buildings were becoming fewer. 
We had recently passed through a finan- 
cial crisis, and economy was still in the 
air. 
and simplicity often resulted in greater 
dignity and beauty. A building of out- 
standing design made us intolerant of the 
ugliness of its neighbours. The develop- 
ment of a model housing estate made us 
more conscious of the horrors of slumdom. 
It was at this time when a clear desire for 
improvement was becoming more evident 
that we were plunged first into a year of 
fear and inaction and then into the dark 
days and years of war. 

I need not recall all the difficulties of 
the war years, but I do express the hope 
that in the long run we shall benefit, as 
we usually do, from the experience gained 
in them and the greater fellowship en- 
joyed. But contrary to the hope of many, 
our difficulties have not melted away with 
the dawn of peace. We are still securely 
bound by a multitude of restrictions. I 
know it will be a disappointment to some 
if I do not take this opportunity of utter- 
ing a ‘‘ peppery’’ condemnation of the 
many controls which are hampering our 
progress. I shall say no more than this. 
Some measure of control is essential, but I 
am sometimes wicked enough to wonder 
whether the interests of the country would 
not be better served if the energies of 
many of those who control were diverted 
to the production of some of those compon- 
ents which, owing to present shortage, are 
delaying building progress. 

Looking ahead, we see how the shortage 
of trained and experienced men will affect 
the quality of work and the speed at which 
it will have to be undertaken. This diffi- 
culty is common to all the crafts. Youth 
gave of its best to protect us, and in so 
giving lost those valuable years of train- 
ing in which knowledge is more easily 
assimilated. We need the vitalising in- 
fluence of youth at a time when many of 
the older and more experienced men are 
tired. It is for us to devise some scheme 
by which we may make our experience 
available to the younger men in the pro- 
fession, and when they launch out upon 
their first architectural adventure we must 
extend to them the hand of encouragement 
and fellowship. 

You are all aware of the nature and 
quantity of the work which lies ahead. 
Full employment in the building industry 
would seem to be guaranteed for the next 
half century. This should encourage cheer- 
fulness and optimism in craftsmen who 
hitherto have feared the consequences of 
periods of unemployment and_ hardship. 





But economising led to simplicity, - 
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But this optimism will not be shared 
generally if the cost of production con- 
tinues to rise without any correspondin 

increase in the rate of production, a condi- 
tion which, if allowed to continue, may 
lead to many of our great building schemes 
being stillborn. There are, too, the pessi- 
mists who jeer at the very preparation of 
these schemes at a time when the world 
faces the imminent peril of self-destruction. 
These may not be matters for us. Our 
concern is that we should be able to kee 

pace with the output of work which will 
be required of the building industry. We 
may well be apprehensive lest the greater 
haste demanded will result in the loss of 
individuality in design and a lowering of 
the standard of craftsmanship. A world 
in which individuality is restricted will be 
a sorry place for the Englishman and more 
particularly for those who happen to be 
architects. 


Dangers of Standardisation. 

Because standardisation and mass pro- 
duction must ultimately ensure more rapid 
output, the advantages of their adoption 
will be stressed by those to whom the 
urgency of finding a solution of our 
problems appeals more strongly than the 
manner in which we solve them. I do not 
for one moment suggest that we should 
oppose standardisation merely because it 
is standardisation, In many spheres it is 
long overdue, and if it can be followed by 
the mass production of certain essential 
components of better design and giving 
higher efficiency it will be for the greater 
good, for it will bring within the reach of 
all many of the-essentials which otherwise 
would be available only to the few. But 
to-day, those who are interested in the 
production of the machine are tempting 
the tired and poorly fed craftsmen by 
offering to produce mechanically those 
things which hitherto only his skilled 
hands could fashion. It has been said 
that for every two steps we advance tech- 
nically we slip back one artistically. If 
this be so, it surely points to the necessity 
for the closest collaboration between the 
craftsman and all those technicians who 
are devoting their abilities to novel forms 
of building and the manufacture and pro- 
cessing of equipment. 

I referred to the increasing field of our 
clientele. This should follow from a wider 
distribution of wealth and a system of 
education in which there is an opportunity 
of attaining an appreciation of the fine 
arts. If this could be made possible we 
should secure for the people of to-day what 
was regarded as an essential in the equip- 
ment of the well-to-do in the eighteenth 
century. Unfortunately, where this know- 
ledge exists to-day outside our own pro- 
fession it is often of an antiquarian rather 
than of a practical nature. It is for that 
reason that opposition to new ideas which 
cut across deep-rooted traditions so often 
comes from the powerfully entrenched 
quarters of those who defend the old with- 
out any real ability to analyse and rightly 
assess its claim for beauty. 


Appreciation of Beauty. 

I am prompted to seek your answer to a 
question I often ask myself. Is the ability 
to appreciate the beautiful innate in us, 
or, if not, can it be acquired by training 
or by the influence of environment? It ia 
certainly not confined to any one section of 
society, though the degree of possession or 
the ability to develop it may vary consider- 
ably. You may think my question of little 
importance, but with every opportunity for 
building comes an obligation to add to the 
beauty of town and countryside. We shall 
be less likely to fail in the discharge of 
this responsibility if we have to face the 
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criticism, not only of our professional 
colleagues, but also of a wider and more 
informed public. It is important, too, for 
another reason. We are living at a time 
when there is a tendency amongst some to 
ridicule traditions, when many of the little 
dignities of life are regarded as examples 
of servility and emotions prompted by the 
arts as signs of weakness. It is essential 
that we should carry the mass of the 
people with us in our attempt to build a 
better Britain, and we should take steps to 
secure opportunities for the development 
of architectural appreciation generally so 
that everyone who can may possess the 
ability to discern between the good and the 
bad and to recognise beauty, dignity and 
good proportion in our buildings. 

A few weeks ago I attended, as one of 

‘our representatives, the festival of St. 
Cie, which was held in the church of St. 
Matthew at Westminster. I could not help 
feeling that the opening words of the first 
processional hymn written by that gallant 
veteran of the Church, Canon S. A. Alex- 
ander, ‘‘ Blow the Trumpets,” was a direct 
challenge to our profession to indulge in a 
little discreet advertising, for in this hymn 
we were bidden to give thanks for “‘all 
the magic and the wonder’”’ of the arts 
and for the work of craftsmen, and the 
beauty of “all that with their hands they 
fashion.”’ I left the church of St. Matthew 
with the feeling that the blowing of the 
architectural trumpet might be for the 
good of the world. 

As you know, it has been decided to 
revive the award of the London Architec- 
ture Bronze Medal. Other provincial cities 
are reviving their awards, but it has often 
occurred to me that it would be to the 
general good if our Allied Societies pub- 
lished from time to time a record of 
current architecture, giving illustrations of 
a number of the best examples of the many 
varieties of buildings erected in their dis- 
tricts, with brief reasons for their inclu- 
sion as buildings worthy of note. To avoid 
any charge of advertising, anonymity could 
be preserved. Such an authoritative publi- 
cation, if widely circulated, might increase 
the desire amongst the people for a fuller 
understanding of architecture in particular 
and of the fine arts in general. We should 
be ‘‘ blowing our trumpet ”’ without trans- 
gressing any code of practice. 

If we could feel assured of a steady and 
sufficient intake of trained men and of 
having to face an informed and critical 
public, I think we could face the future with 
confidence and joy in our profession. For 
a time we shall be subject to the restric- 
tions which shortages will necessitate. 
Many are growing tired of the’ austerity 
imposed in the name of utility. As 
evidence of this, I recently noticed an 
advertisement for ‘‘ Beautility ’’ furniture, 
proving at least that in the mind of the 
salesman utility of itself is not enough. 
It is for this reason that I am apprehensive 
of any attempt at excessive standardisa- 
tion, starting innocently with specifica- 
tions of materials, leading to the shape 
and design of components made from them 
and ending with the complete blueprints 
of buildings, and finally of the buildings 
themselves supplied by one of the Minis- 
tries. Driven to its ultimate conclusion, 
standardisation must destroy individual- 
ism and initiative. A new Britain in 
which the rights of individual expression 
in art or in any other field are denied will 
not be the new heaven we have been led 
to expect. When I see some of the pro- 
posals for redevelopment and rebuilding 
—the products of standardised austerity— 
I wonder if steel and glass are likely to 
be the only materials used in the future. 
For an antidote I, turn to Canalettd’s 
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famous view of London from the south 
side of the Thames and hope that, after 
all, there may be some compromise be- 
tween the great traditions of the Queen 
Anne and the Georgian periods and the 
glass house of the future. 


The Inspiration of Great Architecture. 
I am fortunate enough to live in a city 
in which there is one cathedral in the 
early stages of building and another near- 
ing completion. They are to the designs 
of two of the greatest architects of our 
time. I mention them as instances of the 
great contribution which such buildings 
can make. . They stir the emotions and 
they excite the desire for a greater under- 
standing and practice of the arts. I hope 
that at some appropriate time in the 
future we, as architects, may meet in 
the Cathedral designed by Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott to give thanks for the inspiration 
and skill of all who plan great buildings. 
Apart from the benefits vouchsafed to 
those who use this great Cathedral on St. 
James Mount for the purposes for which 
it was erected, it stirs the emotions and 
imagination of all who enter into it. 


I am permitted by that great master of 
our language, the Deen of Liverpool, to 
quote from the service of the Cathedral 
Builders held this year, when thanks were 
given for the beauty of the great 
Sanctuary, for the 


‘* Strong pier and soaring arch,”’ 

** Windows glowing with colour,”’ 

** Shafts of light stabbing the darkness,” 

**Deep shadows and carvings flecke:! 
with gold,’’ 

‘‘ Wide spaces and poised vault where 
lingers the music of organ and ot 
choir,”’ 

‘* Massive tower proclaiming man’s 
steadfast faith amidst the tumults of 
a troubled world.’’ 


Words aptly chosen, and which by their 
very simplicity not only describe so 
vividly the beauty of this great building 
but also remind us of the work of other 
craftsmen of the arts which it enshrines. 


Prevention of Ugliness. 


It is in the shadow of this massive tower, 
setting the standard of beauty in design 
and quality in craftsmanship, that the city 
will be redeveloped. It was in the shadow 
of many a lesser tower that our villages 
and smaller towns grew up. To-day we 
are contemplating the building of a num- 
ber of completely new towns, and one 
wonders around what focal point they will 
be developed, and whether without some 
guiding and protective influence they will 
foster that spirit of interdependence which 
is the basis of all community life. Whilst 
I realise that many are anxious to try 
the experiment of creating an entirely new 
town, it may be found that there are ad- 
vantages in expanding existing townships. 
however small they may be, for they 
already possess the essentials for com- 
munity life, limited though it may be, a 
sure foundation on which to build up a 
successful local government. These may 
be problems of sociology, but they affect 
us as architects, for we claim to be plan- 
ners, and we cannot pian communities 
without some knowledge of their needs. It 
is hoped that, subject to such over-riding 
control as will obviously be essential, in- 
dividual enterprise will be given full play 
in these new developments. They will be 
watched with interest, but problems wil! 
arise the solution of which may be more 
difficult than expected by those who have 
had no previous experience of them. 


I would like to raise one final matter 
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which seems to follow the mention of 
control in the building of new towns. We 
are all naturally anxious lest in our vast 
rebuilding schemes the beauty of the 
whole should be marred by the ugliness 
of incompatibility of a few buildings 
erected by those incompetent to design, 
those who indulge in the worst form of 
advertisement by ‘“‘stunting,’’ or those 
who set aside the architectural code of 
good manners. We must remember that 
at the present time the power of control 





SPEKE : Open-air Theatre and Band Arena. 


is vested in the local authorities. Until 
such time as we may be sure that the 
representatives of the people, like the 
people themselves, have a sound sense of 
architectural appreciation, we may be 
right in expressing the opinion that in 
reaching decisions the authority should be 
guided by competent architectural advice. 
Control is always unpopular, and when 
matters of taste are involved they present 
the greatest difficulties to those who 
operate them. The matter is one which 


needs very careful consideration, but we 
must take some action to prevent the 
countryside being littered with building 
atrocities. 

I promised at the outset that I would 
be brief. For once being free of all con- 
trols, I have wandered over a wide field, 
but only touched upon matters of great 
importance in a superficial and platitudin- 
ous manner. I leave with you three words 
I used at the outset of my address: Co- 
operation. Tradition. Dignity. It is only 
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SPEKE : Suggested Side Elevations of Cinemas, two of which flank the Community Centre: 
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4 'y the closest co-operation of all concerned 


and by a willingness to set aside all self- 
interest that, mindful of our traditions but 
tot slaves to them, we shall accomplish 


@ ur part in the building of a better Britain 





ina way befitting the dignity of a great 
people. 
Mr. Gerorce TomLiInson, Minister of 


Plans, Sections and Elevations of Cinema to ho 


Works, proposing a vote of thanks to the 
President, said he hoped the time would 
come quickly when architects could plan 
what beautiful buildings they desired. In 
order, however, to provide badly needed 
homes quickly, he was prepared to accept 
standardisation of construction for a time. 

Tue Very Rev. F. W. Dwetty, Dean 


Id 1,350. 


of Liverpool, seconding the motion, said 
that in his judgment people were affected 
much more by architecture than by all 
the sermons ever preached. The vote of 
thanks was carried with acclamation. 

The presidential portrait of Sir Percy 
Thomas, painted by Mr. James Gunn, was 
then unveiled. 
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COMPETITION 


FOR HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, 
NETHER LIBERTON, EDINBURGH 


Tue assessor, Mr. George D. Macniven, 
F.R.1.B.A., in the competition for housing 
and community development at the Inch, 
Nether Liberton, Edinburgh, for the Cor- 
poration, has made his award (given in 
our last issue) as follows :— 


1st (£500), D. Stratton Davis, 
A.R.I.B.A., 12, Queen-street, Gloucester 
(Design No. 5); 2nd, equal (£150 each), 
J. H. Pollock and J. Ferguson, Medwyn 
Bank, Gylesmuir-road, Edinburgh (Design 
No. 58), and J. D. Cairn and Ford, 63, 
George-street, Edinburgh (Design No. 43). 

There were 68 designs submitted. The 
winning design is illustrated on pages 508- 
10 this week. Following are extracts from 
the assessor’s report and winner’s report : 


THE ASSESSOR’S REPORT 


Sixty-eight designs were submitted, 
and it must frankly be stated that the 
general average of the designs both as 
regards the layout of the site and the 
planning and elevations of the houses 
is, on the whole, rather disappointing. 


The site presented a difficult problem 
of layout owing to the configuration of 
the ground, and this applies particu- 
larly to Area B, where there is a rise of 
some 100 ft. from north to south with a 
gradient of approximately 1 in 16. For 
the greater part of Area A-the ground 
levels are less difficult, though certain 
fairly steep portions required strict re- 
gard being paid to the contours in order 
to secure an economical and satisfactory 
Jayout plan. It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that in the main the designs show 
more satisfactory solutions of the layout 
of Area A than of Area B, and it must 
be said that few of the designs show an 
entirely satisfactory layout of both areas. 


The use of the Inch Area C, with the 
exception of about 15 acres, was re- 
served for community and recreational 
purposes, and most of the designs are 
satisfactory so far as this area is con- 
cerned. While the purpose of the com- 
petition was in the main to obtain the 
most satisfactory layout and develop- 
ment of the areas A and B, comprising 
in all a total of approximately 123 acres, 
I felt bound, before reaching a decision, 
to take into consideration the merits of 
the designs for the houses which the 
competitors were also required to sub- 
mit. This made my task a somewhat 
difficult one, as in few cases was a uni- 
formly high standard attained in both 
layout and house design. 


Design Placed First. 

Design No. 5, in my betas, is out- 
standing both as regards the layout and 
development of the site and in the plan- 
ning and design of the houses, and is in 
almost all respects well ahead of any of 
the other schemes submitted, though, as 
might be expected in a scheme of this 
size, there are certain details which are 
vpen to some criticism. The layout plan 
provides for the maximum number of 
houses in Areas A and B, viz.: 1,650 
houses made up as follows :— 


Four- and five-apartment cottage houses 1,186 


Four-apartment flatted houses a 
Four-apartment three-storey flats ... i ian 
One-storey dwellings over shops... eae 36 
Old People’s dwelling-houses ie aaa 40 
1,650 

Area C: Four- and five-apartment cottage 

houses oa ois ed “ie 52 ass 
1,800 


It will be noted that rather more than 


75 per cent. of the houses are of the cot- 
tage type, and this feature in itself has 
much to commend it, having regard to 
the locality and situation of the site. 
Owing to the relatively high density re- 
quired to provide the desired number of 
nouses in Areas A and B, the houses are 
provided largely in terrace blocks with 
through pends giving access to the back 
gardens of intermediate houses, and the 
author claims in his report that the 
longer blocks will tend to economy and 
give architectural unity and repose te 
the scheme. It may also be added that 
the narrower frontage of the cottage type 
as compared with the flatted type will 
ee greater flexibility in stepping the 

oor levels where this is found to be 
desirable to suit the contours of the 
ground, 


At some points in the layout plan the 
houses are rather crowded together, and 
it may be found necessary to reduce the 
total number of houses to a slight extent 
in preparing the larger-scale plans, or, 
alternatively, to increase the small pro- 
gem of three-storey buildings, which 

think could be done probably with 
advantage to the general design. 


The layout plan is informal but ex- 
tremely interesting and orderly in its 
arrangement, with due regard to the 
contours of the ground, and the author 
has not made the mistake, as is the case 
in many of the schemes, of endeavour- 
ing to superimpose a formal layout of 
a regular pattern on ground quite un- 
suitable for such treatment. The pri- 
mary schools are placed on ground suit- 
able for the purpose and form part of 
a community centre in each area with 


the public buildings, shops and old 
people’s dwellings convenientl ar- 
ranged in close proximity. enty 


shops are provided in Area A and six- 
teen shops in Area B, and it is question- 
able whether such a large number will 
be required. Provision has also been 
made for children’s plaseresnde and for 
lock-up garages, there being 55 in Area 
A and 28 in Area B. A few of these are 
not very suitakly situated, but minor 
details such as these are readily capable 
of satisfactory adjustment. 

One matter to which I wish to draw 
special attention is the treatment of the 
frontage to Gilmerton-road. Direct 
access to houses on this main road is 
not permitted and is obtained in_this 
scheme from a service road placed be- 
hind the houses. ... Gilmerton-road is 
an important approach road to and from 
the city and it is very desirable that the 
frontage to it should present an attrac- 
tive appearance. I suggest that this can 
best achieved by an amendment of 
the plan whereby the service road is pro- 
vided alongside Gilmerton-road with the 
houses and front gardens facing on to 
the road. 

The community buildings are ar- 
ranged round the mansion house with 
the recreating facilities ——— _ 
vided on the most level ground. C) 
natural features and amenities of the 
area have been carefully preserved. The 
plans of the houses are extremely well 
arranged and the elevations exhibit a 
very high standard of design. 


There is little further in the design 
calling for comment except to say that 
traditional methods of construction are 
proposed, though the author states that 
it may be necessary to consider some 
modification in case of a continuing 
shortage of certain materials. 

Finally, I am glad to say that the Lady 
Ma Glineus and Mr. E. J. MacRae, 
F.R.I.B.A., who were associated with 
me in a consultative capacity, concur in 
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my award, and I wish to express my 
thanks for their assistance. 


THE WINNER’S REPORT 


1. Provision has been made in the 
accompanyi scheme for the following 
buildings and sites :— 


DWELLING Hovusss. 


Type Area A AreaB AreaC Total 
4-apt, cottage, 
950 ft. sup. ... 424 360 50 834 
5-apt. cottage, 
1,060 ft. sup. ... 240 162 100 502 
4-apt. 2-storey 
flatted house, 
900 ft. sup. ... 130 96 _— 226 
4-apt. 3-storey 
flats, 900 ft.sup. 96 66 -- 162 
l-storey dwellings 
over shops. 
600 ft. super ... 20 16 — 36 
Old people’s dwel- 
ling -_ houses, 
23 ft. frontage 20 20 -- 40 


Total No. of 

houses ... -- 930 720 150 1,800 
Nore.—For the aig ay 2 development 
of 15 acres in Area C, four- and five- 
apartment cottages are proposed in 
semi-detached blocks with longer fron- 
tages than in the other areas. 


OTHER BUILDINGS. 

Area A.—Primary school: Site of 43 
acres provided; nursery school: site of 
one acre provided (a second nursery 
school site is provided in Area C adja- 
cent to northern perimeter of Area }3 
children’s playgrounds: three ful y 
equipped children’s playgrounds, eac 
i amg tg % acre; shops: twenty 
shops, 600 ft. sup. each, with yard at 
rear and access road thereto; church: 
site of one acre; public Duilding: site 
of one acre; garages: 55 lock-up garages. 

Area B.—Primary school: Site of 4 
acres | geiagyans nursery schools: two 
sites of one acre each provided; child- 
ren’s playgrounds: two — equipped 
children’s playgrounds, each approxi- 
mately 4 acre; shops: 16 shops, 600 ft. 
sup. each, with yard at rear and access 
road thereto; church: site of one acre; 
garages: 28 iock-up garages. 

Area C.—Nursery school: One site 
— (see above); public buildings : 

ranch public library, recreation hall 
and gymnasium are grouped in vicinity 
of mansion house; sports fields: three 
football pitches, two six-rink bowling 
greens and six tennis courts, together 
with two pavilions, are proyided; child- 
ren’s playgrounds: three fully equipped 
children’s playgrounds. 

2.In the preparation of the layout 
plan particular attention has been 
directed to :— 

(a) Economy in road construction and 
the provision of drainage and other ser- 
vices. 

(b) The siting of the buildings in rela- 
tion to the contours of the ground. 

(c) The natural features and amenities 
both within and without the areas. 


All_ existing trees and_ shrubberies 
have been retained and further planti 
is recommended beyond that indicate 
on the drawing. ch cottage has a 
garden, and communal gardens are pro- 
vided for flatted houses and flats. In 
addition, a small garden is reserved for 
each household. In order to provide 
adequate day lighting a minimum dis- 
tance of 70 ft. is bry og between fwo- 
storey blocks and 90 ft. between three- 
storey flats. In most cases, however, 
the allowance is more generous. 

Terraces with pends have been 
adopted in preference to smaller blocks 
for the sake of architectural unity and 
repose, and also for economy. 

3. Materials and Construction: Tradi- 
tional methods of construction are sug- 
gested, although it may be necessary to 
consider some modifications in case of a 
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continuing shortage of certain materials. 
The following materials are proposed :— 
Foundatiorns.—Cement concrete. 
Walls.—Outer walls of llin. brick 
cavity construction finished with cream- 
tinted harling; partition walls, 44 in. 
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brick and 3in. slab. 
Roofs.—Timber construction 
with boarding and slates. 
Floors.—Ground floors, 4in. concrete 
bed with 2in. layer of ‘‘ nailable” con- 
crete and 1 in, and G treated board- 


covered 
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ing; kitchens and bathrooms laid with 
quarry tiles; upper floors of flats to be 
constructed in light system of reinforced 
concrete, with provision for sound insu- 
lation. 

Windows.—Standard steel sections. 


COMPETITION FOR HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, 
NETHER LIBERTON, EDINBURGH 


WINNING DESIGN: By D. STRATTON DAVIS, A.R.1.B.A. 
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Perspective of Blocks D, E and F (Huntsworth-terrace site). 


HOUSING SCHEME, CHURCH-STREET, FOR 


ST. MARYLEBONE B.C. 
EASTON & ROBERTSON, ARCHITECTS 


THE SCHEME ILLUSTRATED SHOWS A PERMANENT HOUS- 
ing scheme at Church-street, for St. Marylebone 
B.C. It is planned on two sites, Huntsworth-terrace 
and Boscobel-street, and a building contract has 
been placed for buildings on the whole of the former 
site and blocks G, H, J, and L of the latter. 

The most noticeable feature of the planning is 
the setting of the blocks at an angle to the roadways, 
in order to bring a sense of distance into the out- 
look from the windows of the flats, to break the 





Bird’s-eye view of whole scheme. 


monotonous rhythm of the neighbourhood, to keep 
the buildings as free as possible from overlooking 
and traffic noises, and finally, to provide a maximum 
of east and west exposure. There is a considerable 
number of flats with three or four bedrooms, and 
the provision of a third bedroom large enough for 
two persons. There are many’ maisonettes, in an 
effort to provide the amenities of a house on a high- 
density London site. Al] the dwellings have a coal 
store opening both into corridor and into the 


4 


The Boscobel site blocks (left-hand) have been slightly rearranged as shown in site 


plan on page 513. 
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DUTCH BUILDERS VISIT 
LONDON 


A sMALL party of Dutch builders from 
Rotterdam, headed by Mi jnheeren Johns P. 
Manhave and John E Van Kuyk, visited 
London last week by arrangement with 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers and the London Master 
Builders’ Association. The other mem- 
bers of the party were Mijnheeren L. 
Langeveld, J. Van Armstel, A. Arken- 
bout, J. de Jonge and A. W. Visser. 

The five-day visit—made on the initia- 
tive of the Rotterdam builders—was 
highly successful and has resulted in the 
most cordial relationship between the 
builders of the two countries. Mr. F. W. 
Stratton and Mr. Eric Rice acted as 
hosts, ably assisted by Mr. H. Leighton, 
of the National Federation staff, whose 
knowledge of Dutch was of great assist- 
ance in establishing early contacts. 
Following their arrival the Dutch visitors 
were entertained to dinner by the 
National Federation at the Trocadero 
Restaurant, when Mr. W. H. Forsdike 
(President) welcomed them and Mijn- 
heer Manhave, in reply, gave in ex- 
cellent English an interesting account of 
roblems facing Dutch builders in their 
me task of rebuilding. It was interest- 
ing to learn that Rotterdam builders are 
facing much the same difficulties as con- 
front this country, materials (especially 
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timber and ironmongery) being very 
scarce, output low (in the _ visitors’ 
opinion lower than the British scale) and 
costs high. The rise in Dutch building 
costs Mijnheer Manhave estimated at 
three times above the pre-war level. Where 
Rotterdam house builders score is in the 
municipality’s decision to grant a second 
mortgage of about 60 per cent. on all 
private house building, which is mostly 
to let. Terms of repayment will be con- 
sidered at the end of ten years. 

The Dutch visitors earlier in the after- 
noon saw St. Paul’s, and the war damage 
in the City, and on Wednesday 
and Thursday were the guests at luncheon 
of the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion. On Thursday morning, the visitors 
inspected two building jobs, flats and 
houses, in North London, with which 
they declared themselves as being very 
impressed, and in the afternoon were 
present, by invitation, at the L.M.B.A. 
council meeting, when Mijnheer Manhave, 
in a graceful little speech, expressed his 
countrymen’s appreciation of the warmth 
of the welcome they had received and the 
interest they had found in all they had 
been shown. He especially offered the 
party’s thanks to Mr. Stratton (who had, 
so far as they could: see, ‘‘ adopted ”’ 
Mijnheer Arkenbout, the “baby” of 
the party) and Mr. Rice, both of whom 
had taken them to their homes, and to 
the National Federation for making the 
visit possible. He felt that much had 


Council members of the London Master Builders’ Association with their Dutch 
guests on the steps of the Association’s headquarters in Bedford-square. 
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been done to add to the good relations 
existing between the two countries, and 
hoped that an early development might 
be a return visit by a British party to 
Rotterdam. 

He then presented a commemorative 
scroll to the President (Mr. E. W. 
Garrett) with the request that it be 
handed to Mr. Forsdike at a later date. 
This Mr. Garrett undertook to do, and 
also assured the party of the pleasure 
their visit had given to London builders. 
This speech was translated into Dutch by 
Mr. Leighton. 

On Friday the party visited the 
Ministry of Works’ training centre at 
Kidbrooke, Kent, where they were received 
by Mr. J. Gaywood, the Principal, who 
conducted them on a tour of the Centre. 
On Saturday the party entrained for 
Holland. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Puritan Architecture and its Future. By 
Martin S. Briggs. 91 pp. and xxii pls. 
Lutterworth Press, 8s. 6d. 

Another book by Mr. Briggs, who has 
probably written more than any other con- 
temporary English architect, is always 
welcome. This one meets a long-standing 
need, for no book exists on free church 
architecture ; Cubitt (1892) and Crouch and 
Butler (1901) are obsolete, and Ronald P. 
Jones (1914) deals chiefly with Unitarian 
churches. In particular, the practical 
directions {pp. 55-78) for the design of the 
various parts of the church building fulfil 
a hecessary purpose, inadequately fulfilled 
tor Anglican churches by the Incorporated 
Church Building Society’s Architectural 
Tequirements and Dearmer’s Parson’s 
Handbook and for (Roman). Catholic 
churches by Directions for the Use of 
Altar Societies, etc., emanating from the 
Westminster archdiocese, and _ by 
Liturgical Arts, an American periodical. 
The plans of recent examples grouped near 
the end (pp. 86-88) will serve to some 
extent as type plans. 

It will surprise many readers to find from 
the excellent views of these churches, se- 
lected from among many that could have 
been cited, how high the standard has 
lately become. Both architects and lay 
people, whether Free Churchmen or not, 
will sympathise with the author’s desire 
(pp. 12, 54) to make Free Church architec- 
ture distinctive and positive. not imitative 
of medieval or other historic models, and 
with the simplicity and austerity symbolic 
of its puritan ancestry; but against this it 
must be remembered that the older 
branches of Christianity hold austerity as 
an ideal, and that to-day simplicity and 
severity are becoming accepted Catholic 
and Anglican standards as well. More- 
over, the emphasis in the separated bodies, 
architecturally as well as ectecale is 
to-day less on ‘‘ nonconformity,’’ separa- 
tion, than on unity, and so is gradually 
returning to historic standards, as witness 
the central communion-table and _ lateral 
pulpit in the interiors shown. The aspiring 
and devotional atmosphere is, in some 
cases, explained by the fact that Anglican 
church architects have designed them 
(e.g., Edward Maufe, Cachemaille-Day) ; 
but it exists. in several others, among 
which the Church of the Peace of God, 
Oxted, must be seen to be appreciated. 

On a wider extension of his subject, Mr. 
Briggs speaks of ‘‘ Union churches ”’ where 
the Free Church bodies have united 
(p. 11), like that at Hampstead Garden 
Suburb, and refers (p. 80) to suggestions 
for grouped buildings, among which the 
reviewer may be forgiven for being grate- 
ful to find his own scheme mentioned. 
The dual plan with chancel at one end and 
stage the other of an auditorium (pp. 
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80-81 and Fig. 15) is described, and twin 
‘‘ambones ’’ (pp. 62-63) commended. 
The first part of the book is a well-illus- 
trated history of Puritan (here the right 
word) architecture from 1566 onwards and 
of nineteenth-century Nonconformist ar- 
chitecture, with certain examples illus- 
trated by plan and sketch; it certainly fur- 
nishes instances of what not to do; but in- 
teresting historical matter on the pulpit 
(pp. 60-62) and the altar and communion 
table (pp. 63-64), defending Free Church 
practice as primitive, occurs also in the 
later section. Questions such as colour, 
proportion and acoustics receive due atten- 
tion throughout. The book is singularly 
free from inaccuracies, though certain re- 
ferences to individual churches are as 
they were, not are (e.g-, to the King’s 
Weigh House, p. 43). There is a good 
short bibliography and a sufficient index. 
H. V. M. R. 


War Memorials. By ARNoLtD WHITTICK. 
Country Life, Ltd. Price 30s. net. 
During the war of 1914-18, three sub- 

stantial books and several pamphlets and 

articles on the design of war memorials 
were published. The second world war 
hag already produced a number of pamph- 
lets, but the volume now under review is 

a really comprehensive survey, admirably 

written and lavishly produced with a 

wealth of excellent illustrations. The 

photographs include examples from 

Hellenic days onwards, among them many 

memorials of the 1914-18 war, and a selec- 

tion of the fine work of the Imperial War 

Graves Commission. The text ig thought- 

ful, learned and original. Beginning with 

two chapters on the function of war 
memorials in general, the author proceeds 
to deal with national memorials and 
others for towns, parishes, institutions, 
business firms, colleges, schools and indi- 
viduals; then gives sound advice on 
inscriptions, lettering and materials; con- 
cluding with chapters on ‘‘ Convincing 

Expression and Beauty”? and on “A 

United Nations’ War Memorial.” Modern 

memorials illustrated include the Menin 

Gate, the Whitehall Cenotaph, the All- 

India Memorial at Delhi, and the famous 

examples at Thiepval, Ploegsteert, Pas- 

schendaele, Loos, Cambrai, Etaples, and 

Vimy Ridge; several from the American 

cemeteries; and a large number from 

English and foreign towns. Looking 

through this splendid collection, one 

obtains the impression that the American 
architects were the most successful in 
interpreting the spirit of sacrifice and 
remembrance in a dignified yet unpreten- 
tious form, though the cenotaphs in 

Whitehall and Liverpool, the cloisters at 

Winchester College, the memorial at 

Southport, and the cemetery memorials at 

Corbic are all impressive examples of 

English design, and many of the English 

statues and plaques are charming. But 

though the illustrations are so attractive, 
the most important part of the book is, 
perhaps, the first eleven pages, where the 
author, supported by By ci Chatfield in 

the preface, argues that the purpose of a 

‘war memorial is spiritual and commemora- 

tive of sacrifice; so that it should not 

assume a utilitarian form—either as a 

hospital, a park, a community centre, a 

school, or indeed anything which should 

properly be provided by the State as a 

social service. Fully aware of the strength 

of contrary opinion, he nevertheless pro- 
duces @ convincing case for the erection 
of memorials which should be primarily 
beautiful and symbolical rather than 
socially useful; in a short review it is 
impossible to do justice to his temperate 


advocacy. uBR 
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


THE position of Valuation Officers in 
the employ of local authorities was com- 
mented upon by Mr. A. G. Harriecp, 
President of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, in the course of his 
residential address at a meeting of the 
nstitution held on Monday, November 
ll, at 12, Great George-street, West- 
minster. 

The speaker, who had earlier dealt 
with income tax on members’ subscriptions 
and local government appointments and 
chartered surveyors, went on to say: 


Valuation Officers. 

‘‘This brings me to a _ question 
which affects, in particular, the status of 
rating surveyors and valuers who are em- 
ployed in the local government service, 
peo I speak myself as one of them, 
although I am not personally affected. In 
a local authority, not pos should the 
officer responsible for valuations for ratin 
purposes be a duly qualified chartere 
surveyor; he should also be nominally as 
well as actually responsible for all valua- 
tion duties in the area of his authority. 

‘** At present, unfortunately, in all too 
many instances this is not the case. The 
chief financial officer is designated as the 
Rating and Valuation Officer and is 
allowed to recruit a valuer, often a fully 
qualified chartered surveyor, as an assist- 
ant for the performance of his valuation 
duties. Now there are at least three 
observations which may be made on that. 
First, the chief financial officer is not a 
valuation officer, either by qualification or 
in fact, and it is a misnomer to designate 
him as such; secondly, valuations for 
rating purposes are, to say the least, a 
sufficiently important part of a local 
authority’s work to justify the appoint- 
ment of a qualified surveyor with the 
status of chief officer; and thirdly, it is of 
the highest importance that valuation for 
rates should be divorced from the collec- 
tion of rates, which is a proper duty of 
the financial officer. This principle is 
already well recognised in the civil ser- 
vice and in a number of local authorities, 
of which the London County Council may 
be cited as an outstanding example; and 
its application to non-conforming authori- 
ties has been urged upon the Government 
by the Institution on several occasions 
during the past twenty years. It is a 
reform which is long overdue, and if 
larger rating areas are to be one of the 
results of forthcoming legislation (if for 
no other reason) I sincerely hope that 
the subordination of valuation officers to 
finance officers will soon become a thing 
of the past.’’ 


1939 Standard of Value. 

After mentioning some of the features 
of the Barlow and Uthwatt Reports and 
the Town and Country Planning Act of 
1944, the speaker went on to say that 
the instances he had mentioned were 
sufficient to suggest the wide and intricate 
problems which lay before them to-day in 
the field of valuation for compensation 
purposes. It was a situation, doubtless, 
which had been created by the exigencies 
of war and its aftermath. Nevertheless, 
he considered, and here he hoped he 
spoke for the whole profession, that the 
sooner they saw the restoration of open 
market value as the basis of compensation 
for land acquired for public purposes, the 
better it would be for all concerned. “I 
refer, of course, to open market value as 

rescribed in the Acquisition of Land 

Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919. 
A basis of compensation related to 1939 
prices cannot, I suggest, continue indefi- 
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nitely,’’ said the speaker. ‘‘ The further 
1939 recedes from memory (separated 
from that era, as we are, by years of con- 
flict and of political, social and economic 
change), the more artificial as a basis of 
compensation the standards obtaining in 
that year become. A ent will in- 
crease, negotiations will unnecessarily 
rolonged, and settlement by arbitration 
ate litigation perhaps also), rather than 
by agreement, may well become the rule 
as a result of dissatisfaction and a sense 
of grievance on the part of claimants for 
compensation. 
Education and Training. 

“Two matters under this head are 
worthy of mention at the present time. 
First, an important addition has recently 
been made to our examination syllabus 
in the introduction of a greater emphasis 


upon urban estate management. I have 
already referred to the new powers of 
local authorities, under the Town and 


Country Planning Act, 1944, to acquire 
‘blitzed’ and ‘blighted’ areas of 
land and to dispose of them by way of 
building leases. That, and the increasing 
municipal ownership of housing estates, 
to say nothing of the staff requirements 
of the development agencies for new towns 
has brought about a new and speciali 
outlook on the management of urban 
property, and of house property in par- 
ticular. 

“It is of special interest to me that a 
large proportion of candidates for exam- 
ination in the new Urban Estate Man- 
agement part of our syllabus are likely 
to be from local authority offices. The 
new examination lays special emphasis 
on planning, selection and acquisition of 
sites, development and layout of housing 
estates, management of housing and other 
estates, and the disposal and manage- 
ment of surplus lands. Much interest, 
I understand, has been shown by the 
Ministry of Health in this new examina- 
tion, and I commend it to the attention 
both of local authorities having valuation, 
housing and estates departments, and of 
the development agencies for new towns, 
even if, as yet, they are in their infancy.”’ 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Flush Doors. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—No doubt most of your readers 
have been aware of the fact that the manu- 
facture of flush doors was apparently 
prohibited from October 1 last, as the 
various Timber Control area officers 
would not sanction licences for timber and 
plywood for flush door manufacture. 

The above state of affairs was due to 
misinterpretation of a circular letter sent 
by Board of Trade Headquarters to Timber 
Control area officers. The Association were 
not previously informed of this instruction. 
Quite naturally, it came to our notice 
within a day or two of its despatch, and 
was immediately taken up very vigorously 
with the Board of Trade. I am pleased to 
state that as a result of these negotiations 
the Board of Trade have now agreed to 
clarify the position by further communica- 
tion with their area officers. 

The Association have now been given an 
emphatic assurance by the Board of Trade 
that the architect, builder and_ local 
authority who rvish to use flush doors in 
any of their housing programmes are per- 
fectly entitled to do so, provided the ply- 
wood they consume does not exceed the 
existing limit of 450 sq. ft. per house. 

L. G. Hazett, 
Secretary, 
Flush Door Manufacturers’ 
- Association. 
Nottingham. 
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DISTRICT HEATING AS APPLIED TO SMALL 
HOUSING ESTATES 


(THE advantages of district heating 
are now becoming so generally recog- 
nised that the memorandum issued by the 
Joint Committee of the Ministries of Fuel 
and Power and of Works will be heartily 
welcomed as covering an important stage 
towards the final report of which it will 
form a part. It is recognised that some 
of these advantages, the elimination of 
dirt and transport of fuel and ashes, to- 
gether with reduced atmospheric pollu- 
tion, can also be secured by the employ- 
ment of electricity, gas or other improved 
methods ; it is therefore necessary to make 
an economic investigation of the system 
to test by comparison the extent to which 
it may bea practicable proposition under 
the conditions where it would be desirable 
to employ it. In the United States dis- 
trict heating has-been applied throughout 
the country to groups of about 60 houses 
in a density of no more than eight to the 
acre but usually arranged in terraces of 
eight to 16, and it is quite common in the 
north-west part of the States, with a 
climate not dissimilar to our own. This 
experience should, therefore, encourage an 
investigation into the possibilities here. 


The Economics of District Heating. 

The question of district heating linked 
to the generation of electricity is reserved 
for a future report and also that of 
schemes on the largest scale, as of less 
immediate urgency; and no proposals are 
made for schemes designed to be specially 
favourable to the system, its position in 
regard to normal standard planning prac- 
tice being regarded as more urgent. 
Despite the difficulty of estimating costs 
at the present time, the aim has been to 
apply these to the kind of development 
used in housing estates by local authori- 
ties, and the examples analysed are in 
accordance with this, accepting the type 
of home specified in these undertakings 
and a density of 12 houses or 22 flats to 
the acre. 

Taking the normal family as two adults 
and two children, it is found that the 


average consumption of solid fuel is about 
434 tons per annum, and this might, at a 
generous estimate, give between 250 and 
650 therms a year, varying with the 
efficiency and handling of the usual appli- 
ances. This is not regarded as adequate, 
and the Committee has been working on a 
basis of 575 therms a year for warming 
and hot water supply. This can be 
secured by a consumption of about four 
tons of coal per annum in a communal 
boiler-house. It is assumed that the liv- 
ing-room would be maintained continu- 
ously at 65 deg. F. during average 
weather with some heating in the hall and 
bedrooms and that 200 gallons of water 
at a temperature of 100 deg. F. would 
be consumed weekly. These standards 
would demand 393 therms for space heat- 
ing and 182 for hot water supply. The 
distribution of heat might be varied 
according to individual requirements by 
supplementary coal, electric or gas appli- 
ances used as occasion might require; 
on the other hand, economy could be 
effected by reducing or cutting off the 
service during the night. 


Steam has some advantages over hot 
water in transmission over long distances, 
but presents difficulties in the return of the 
condensate. It is not considered as suit- 
able as high pressure hot water, at a 
maximum flow temperature of 275 deg. F., 
this temperature being reached when the 
outside temperature falis to 25 deg. F. 
In this case the minimum at the houses 
would be 180 deg. F. An alternative is 
offered with distribution of 200 deg. F. 
maximum and 175 deg. F. minimum; the 
high temperature water necessitates the 
installation of a mixing cylinder in each 
house or for groups of these, which more 
or less offsets the extra cost of two sets 
of mains as required by the low pressure 
system. 

In order to demonstrate the general 
character and the probable capital costs 
of typical schemes for district heating, 
three plans are appended, with detailed 
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tables which may be summarised as under, 
The costs are estimated at 62 per cent. 
above prices in 1937, which ‘is the closest 
approximation regarded as practicable. 


Scheme _ I, 122 houses and flats... £22,400 
Scheme II, 241 houses and flats... £43,200 
Scheme ITI, 496 houses and flats... £81,000 


Scheme IV is an alternative low pres- 
sure one for III at an increased cost of 
about £600 


Capital Costs. 

It will be seen that the capital cost per 
dwelling ranges from £184 to £163. Were 
the houses to be built in terrace blocks, 
the cost would be reduced by at least 10 
per cent. and for flats alone to a very 
much greater extent. The annual running 
costs, including interest on capital and 
depreciation, are estimated to be in the 
case of Scheme I, about £3,800; II, 
£6,900, and III, £12,100. These figures 
would give a cost per therm of Ils. 1d. 
to 94d., involving a weekly charge of 13s. 
to 10s. They also cover internal installa- 
tion, so that against them can be put 
more than the actual monetary savings in 
fuel and services. Moreover, it must be 
remembered that these calculations are 
based on nearly double the present average 
of the heating and hotewater supplies in 
small houses. 


The item which decreases most as the 
size of the estate served is increased is 
the cost of labour. This is an item which 
it is most difficult to forecast accurately, 
and the allowances made are possibly on 
a rather generous scale, particularly. for 
the smaller schemes. With mechanical 
stoking for the boilers, it might be found 
possible to combine the work of the 
attendants with other duties, as, it is 
understood, is often the practice in the 
United States; this depends so much on 
local circumstances that at present the 
only safe conclusion is that the costs of 
district heating seem likely to rise sharply 
for estates of less than about 300 houses. 


It is difficult to make a fair comparison 
between these charges and the costs to 
tenants of heating by traditional methods. 
As mentioned, the schemes have been 
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NOTE ~ ctte NECESSARY ISLATING VALWES 

NOT SHOWN, TEMPERATURES SHOWN ARE 

ONLY APPLICABLE WHEN THe OuTsme 
TEMPEPATUPE 1S 25°F 
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designed to give far higher service than 
has been previously available, as_ they 
provide more heat with higher efficiency, 
though, on the other hand, individual 
heating appliances superior in design to 
pre-war models are coming into the 
market. It will possibly be thought ad- 
visable to provide houses having district 
heating with a limited amount of radiant 
heat, though the amount to which ten- 
ants would desire to use this is rather a 
matter for speculation. Where a supply 
of heat is available it would be uneco- 
nomical to give tenants the option of 
utilising it, as this would cause the costs 
of supply to rise sharply for the re- 
mainder. At Dundee, estates are being 
developed on both communal and conven- 
tional methods so that tenants can be 
offered a choice. 


Attempting a Comparison. 

A comparison should be attempted, 
though the present position makes this 
very difficult; it is estimated that, on the 
basis of the Board of Trade index figures 
of the cost of fuel, district heating would 
provide at least the standard recom- 
mended in Post-War Building Studies, 
No. 19 (viz. 385 therms per annum), at 
the same cost as would provide only a 
much ower standard with individual 
appliances. A further consideration may, 
however, weigh heavily in favour of dis- 
trict, heating. Jt seems unlikely that 
local authorities’ estates will consist 
solely of houses at a density of, say, 12 
to the acre. The houses will be grouped 
round public and other larger buildings, 
such as schools, shops, etc., and the in- 
clusion of these will materially reduce the 
costs to the householders by greatly 
enlarging the heating load. It is regarded 
as most desirable to proceed with a num- 
ber of district heating schemes in various 
parts of the country so that the costs 
may be ascertained by experience. 


H. V. LANCHESTER. 
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SOCIETIES & INSTITUTIONS 


R.1.B.A. 
Final. Examination. 

Up to the present it has been a regula- 
tion that unless candidates pass in at least 
two subjects in Part II of the R.I.B.A. 
Final Examination they will be required 
to take the whole of Part II at a subse- 
quent sitting. For the purposes of this 
regulation the thesis does not count as a 
subject of Part II, 

The Council, on the recommendation of 
the Board of Architectural Education, 
have now decided that. candidates who 
pass in one subject only of Part II of the 
Final Examination shall no longer be re- 
quired to present themselves for re- 
examination in that subject. With a view 
to assisting ex>Service candidates, this 
decision will operate retrospectively. 


R.1.C.S. 
Examinations, 1946. 

The following has been declared success- 
ful in the Special Town Planning Diploma 
Examination, held in July: Norman 
Burren Wood, Kent House, Wye, Kent. 


ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING 
SOCIETY 

Ar the opening meeting of the Illu- 

minating Engineering Society, Mr. J. 
Dow, in the course of his presidential 
address, said : ‘‘ Whilst rules are of great 
value in preventing abuses of light, no 
code can express completely the conditions 
necessary to secure ‘fitness’ in: an in- 
stallation nor can they convey all we de- 
sire from lighting. Especially is this true 
of natural lighting. A statement of the 
daylight factor, however useful, tells us 
nothing of the charm of daylight. The 
appeal of light may play a more important 
part in the future. It has often been re- 
marked that the primitive lamps of the 
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dark ages, which, in efficiency, remained 
much the same for centuries, were often 
objects of great beauty. Will the same be 
said by posterity of our lamps of to-day? 
‘In the future the Society should seek 
guidance from other bodies on such ques- 
tions as these. and should take every 
opportunity of fraternisation. By the 
intention of its founders and _ the 
terms of its Articles the Iluminating 
Engineering Society is a _ cultural 
society—the highest description which a 
society can covet. It appears likely that it 
will retain this framework for some time 
to come. A question of great importance, 
however, is the provision of some form of 
hallmark—as a distinction, not as a condi- . 
tion of membership—by which those with 
competent knowledge of Illuminating 
3 pal can be recognised and identi- 
e > 


The Leon Gaster Memorial Premium. 

This premium, consisting of ten guineas 
and a certificate recording the award, is 
awarded annually by the Illuminating 
Engineering Society for the best contribu- 
tion submitted to, and published -by, the 
Society during the session,. The Society 
is empowered,. however, to hold over the 
award, and on this occasion, bearing in 
mind that no award was made in 1944, the 
Council have decided to make two, awards, 
to Dr. J. N. Aldington for his paper, 
‘* Bright Light Sources,’’ and to Mr. G. T. 
Winch for his paper, ‘‘ Photometry and 
Colorimetry of uorescent and Other 
Electric Discharge Lamps.”’ 


Samples, Catalogues, etc., Required. 
Mr. Norman Keep, F.R.I.B.A.; Head 
of Department of Architecture and Build- 
ing, Southend-on-Sea Municipal College, 
will be pleased to receive from manufac- 
turers samples, catalogues and data rele- 
vant to modern building construction for 
the use of full-time students taking the 
recognised course in ‘architecture. 


F 











THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
PRESTON 


THe Town Planning Committee of the 
County Borough of Preston have issued an 
attractive booklet* with the object of giv- 
ing the citizens some idea of the problems 
the Committee are now facing and the 
preliminary proposals put before them by 
the Borough Surveyor. While achieving 
this purpose and affording much that is 
interesting to read, it is not quite ade- 
quate to afford a full understanding of the 
programme as a whole, such as a techni- 
cal review would demand. While the 
intention is that the proposals should have 
the widest publicity in the town, so that. 
all sections of the public may have the 
opportunity of expressing their views 
freely, some features of the scheme 
demand more detailed plans than those 
provided. ‘ ; ; 

The zoning for industrial, residential 
and commercial areas, together with the 
reservations for open space, is clearly 
laid down on a general plan, and a dia- 
gram gives the group divisions of the 
housing districts. A dignified layout is 
also indicated for the central area to 
include a good rearrangement of the 
administrative buildings, but outside this 
the planning proposals are not so clearly 
defined. ‘ 

Situated at the most westerly crossing 
of the river Ribble, on the most direct rail 
and road route from the south to Lan- 
caster and the north, as well as taking all 
the traffic with Blackpool and Fleetwood 
and some from Southport on the west, 
Preston has a great volume of through 
trafic on the road running across the 
middle of the town, and also a large 
amount from the west, north and south 
of the river. The present road plan is a 
good one, but not adequate to the traffio 
it has to bear, and the intended by-pass 
to the east of the town would only afford 
limited relief. It would doubtless be 
possible to improve the overloaded main 
road through the centre from south to 
north, but owing to the extent to which 
this interferes with local demands it would 
be desirable to plan a relief road between 
the railway and the docks, so as to 
increase the traffic by this route rather 
than further east. art of this route 
already exists and takes a large measure 
of the traffic, but it could be widened and 
improved towards the north. _ ast 

Preston to-day largely owes its position 
as an important industrial and commercial 
centre to the diversity of its trades and 
the unrivalled facilities it offers for the 
manufacture and the distribution of goods 
by rail, road and water. The demand for 
sites for new industries far exceeds those 
available, and a Joint Industrial Develop- 
ment Committee has recently been set up, 
representing an area of nearly 160 sq. 
miles around Preston, to assist firms in 
finding sites. At present, many of its 
factories are mixed up with its houses, and 
it is proposed that these should be 
gradually removed from the centre and 
grouped in suitable areas accessible by the 
work people, while not interfering with 
the districts in which they live. By pre- 
venting the flooding of the northern por- 
tion of Fishwick Bottoms this area could 
be made available for an industrial or 
trading estate. Other areas to the north, 
east and west of the town are also 
available. ¢ 

The extensive riverside water meadows 
to the east would be reserved as open 
space, but outside the borough boundary 


Town Hall, 








*“ Towards a Prouder Preston.” 
1s. 6d. 
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tv the north some further reservations are 
desirable, for though Preston is fairly well 
provided with mci uninterrupted build- 
ing development would not be at all 
desirable. The site of the battle of 
Preston (1648) might be considered in this 
connection. Preston is a regional centre 
serving a district extending considerably 
beyond its present boundaries. It needs 
more land to develop these services and to 
house its people in conformity with modern 
standards; extension is _ particularly 
necessary towards the north, where the 
town already extends beyond the muni- 


cipal ‘area. 
H. V. L. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Progress: Committee. 

Mr, Marries asked the Minister of Works 
when it was expected that the committee which 
was to be formed after the increase in building 
trade rates was agreed in December, 1945, 
would report on the progress made to bring 
the output of the building industry up to 1938 
levels; and what recommendations had _ been 
ae pe them on the subject of payment by 
results. 

Mr. Tomuinson said he assumed that the hon. 
member had in mind the National Joint Pro- 
duction Council for the Building Industry which 
was set up, together with its Regional Com- 
mittees, with the object of securing a higher 
rate of production. He was informed that regular 
meettags had beer held, and, in addition. 
Production Officers had been appointed by the 
Council, in consultation with the Ministry, who 
would visit actual sites with the same object. 
An Incentive Committee had also been appointed 
by the National Joint Production Council to 
consider whether it was practicable to devise 
a system of payment by resuits which would 
be suitable for the normal work carried out 
by the building industry, as distinct from the 
war-time building programme, for which the 
special Payment By Results Scheme was de- 
signed. That Committee had held a number 
of meetings and interviewed many persons, 
including officers of his Department, but he 
understood that it was not yet in a position 
to make recommendations. 


Building Operatives in London. 

CommanDER Nose asked the Minister of 
Works if he would state the number of buitding 
operatives in the London area; and how many 
of these were employed on constructional and 
repair of houses. _ 

Mr. Tomuinson said that the number of build- 
ing and civil engineering operatives in the 
London area was estimated to have been 240,000 
at the end of September; of these approximately 
157,000 were employed on all kinds of housing 
work, including site preparation, erection, 
converts war damage repairs and main- 
enance. 


Building Materials. 


Mr, Joun Lewis asked the Minister of Works 
if he was aware that the distribution of build- 
ing materials was unsatisfactory at the moment; 
and whether he would give consideration to 
transferring the functions of control, allocation 
and distribution of building materials to local 
authorities. i 

Mr. Tomuinson said that he had retained the 
control of distribution in his department in 
order that the entire national output of 
materials might be available to satisfy priority 
demands in any part of the country. A piece- 
meal division of the responsibility would, in his 
opinion, aggravate the effect of any production 
deficiencies. 


Granting of Licences. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN asked the Minister of Works 
why it had been found impracticable to require 
the exhibition in public places of all licences 
granted for the execution of building work. 

Mr, TomLinson said it was not possible to 
state shortly all the difficulties and objections 
to the proposal. Some of the difficulties were: 
The method of displaying and inspecting the 
licence, the confusion and distress likely to be 
caused by reports from common informers of the 
work being done where no licence was required. 
and the difficulty of enforcing in the Conrts any 
condition requiring the licensee to exhibit the 
licence. He was considering other alternatives 
which would meet the object which this proposal 
was intended to achieve. 


Canteens for Workers. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN asked the Minister of Works 
what arrangements were in force for a service 
of mobile canteens for building trade operatives 
working in localities in which no other meals 
service was available. 

Mr. Tomiinson said that there was no general 
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service of mobile canteens operative throughout 
the building industry, and contractors made 
their own arrangements for providing meals for 
men in isolated areas by means of mobile can- 
teens or otherwise. 


Black Market Building. 


Mr, Prratin asked the Minister of Works how 
many allegations of biack market building were 
investigated by his department in the months 
of July, August and September; how many 
cases arising from these investigations were re- 
ferred the Director of Public Prosecutions; 
and the number of prosecutions which were 
made. 

Mr. Tomtinson said that during July, August 
and September, 2,679 allegations of contraven- 
tion of Defence Regulation 56A were investi- 
gated, The investigations were not all com- 
plete, but during this period 71 cases, some of 
which arose from earlier investigations, were 
referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions 
and the Crown Office. In the same period there 
were 48 prosecutions, the majority in cases in- 
vestigated before July. 


Export of Roofing Tiles. 

Mr. Kine asked the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he would, for the present, pro- 
hibit the export of roofing tiles in view of the 
shortage of them which existed in this country 
= ac and in particular in the county of 

jorset. 

Mr. Marquanp said that roofing tiles were 
made subject to export licence on October 21. 
so long as the present shortage continued, 
licences for the —— of these goods would not 
normally be issued. 


Administrative Costs. 


Mr. Dopps-Parker asked the Minister of 
Health if he was aware that the expenditure in- 
volved by the administrative work connected 
with housing controls imposed by his depart- 
ment and by local authorities on his behaif 
added, in many cases, as much as 20 per cent. 
to the cost of houses being built at the pre- 
sent time; and whether steps would be taken 
at an early stage to simplify the procedure so 
that this cost could be materially reduced. 

Mr. Key said he did not know on what in- 
formation the hon. Member had based his cal- 
culations. Far from adding to the cost the 
Minister was satisfied that actions taken by his 
department or by local authorities oh his be- 
half had kept the cost of houses down. He 
was, of course, always sendy to simplify pro- 
cedure, if practicahle, when it promoted 
efficiency. 


OBITUARY 


Henry F. Kerr, A.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death, at Edin- 
burgh, on November 2, of Mr. Henry 
Francis Kerr, A.R.I.B.A. Mr. Kerr, who 
was 92, was popularly known as the doyen 
of Edinburgh architects and was an 
authority on old Edinburgh. After being 
apprenticed to the architectural firm of 
Messrs. Pilkington and Bell, he had 
practised on his own since 1881, and was 
responsible, apart from a great deal of 
domestic work, for the restoration of the 
Kirk of Greyfriars, Edinburgh, which was 
completed in 1938. His profound 
knowledge of Scottish architecture found 
expression in numerous lectures to pro- 
fessional and other bodies, of one of which, 
the Edinburgh Architectural Association, 
he was a past-president. 


C. R. B. Godman, F.R.1.B.A. 
The death has taken place of Lieut.-Col. 
Charles Richard Bayly Godman, T.D, 


F.R.ILB.A., late 4th Royal Sussex Regi- 


ment. Mr. Godman, with his partner, Mr. 
C. J. Kay, F.R.I.B.A., had carried out 
much work in Horsham and district. He 
was 67, 


F. G. Harrold. 

We regret to announce the death of 
Mr. F. G. Harrold, a director of Messrs. 
W. C. Youngman Ltd., on November 3. 
Nearly 20 years with the firm, first as 
outside representative, becoming a director 
on the formation of the Company in 1936, 
Mr. Harrold handled transactions between 
the company and many of the foremost 
London building and public works con- 
tractors as well as several Ministries. 
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TIMBER SUPPLIES 
A REVIEW OF THE SITUATION 


In the course of an appraisal of the 
situation regarding supplies of timber, 
Sir Archibald Harris, Timber Controller 
to the Board of Trade, recently enumerated 
the adverse factors which impede the 
present-day supply of forest products. 


Str ARcHIBALD, who was addressing a 
meeting of the Hull and District Timber 
Trade Association at the New York Ball- 
room, Hull, said : 

The renewal of roads, railways, power 
stations, transport vehicles and production 
equipment of all kinds in many of the 
most important timber producing terri- 
tories has, in general, made only slight 
progress. That progress is largely 
dependent upon the heavy industries of the 
great manufacturing countries, whose 
order books are filled for years ahead. In 
any case, many of the timber producing 
countries in greatest need are short of 
the requisite means of payment for these 
necessities. 

In certain instances, the restoration of 
timber productive capacity is in itself 
dependent upon supplies of timber—rail- 
way sleepers is an. example—so that a 
vicious circle exists which will only be 
broken gradually. Again, timber pro- 
ducers have to contend with the universal 
labour shortage and the lowered output 
caused in part by scarcities of food and 
consumer goods. 

I must include the fact, though it has 
been stressed ad nauseam, that until the 
traditional coal exporting countries, par- 
ticularly Great Britain, can resume sub- 
stantial coal exports, countries such as 
Sweden are compelled to divert productive 
effort from the manufacture of forest 
products to the preparation of fuel-wood. 
Finally, several countries in Western 
Europe have made such intensive inroads 
into their native’ timber resources’ owing 
to the war, that these ‘reserves are heavily 
depleted. The outstanding example in this 
respect is our own country. 

All in all, it may readily be concluded 
that the physical production of timber in 
aseable form throughout the world is as 
yet immeasurably less than that which 
obtained in the nineteen thirties, and that 
no sudden, dramatic expansion is at 
present discernible. Here I may perhaps 
digress to point out that if at any time 
only a fraction of the vast American pro- 
duction were to prove in excess of effective 
domestic demand, this would have a sig- 
nificant effect upon the international tim- 
ber balance sheet. 


To supplement the major sources we 
have ranged over a wide variety of lesser 
markets from which only a modest con- 
tribution could be expected. We are also 
obtaining a sizeable and increasing quan- 
tity from the British Zone of Germany, 
notably in the form of logs for our saw- 
mills, in addition to which initial deliveries 
from the American Zone have just been 
advised. 

The position in regard to hardwood and 
plywood is broadly the same, and for very 
similar reasons. Only in mining timber 
has the position become fairly comfortable 
—due to the ease with which pitprops can 
be produced; but this position may well 
be again endangered owing to the tre- 
inendous demand for pulpwood with which 
it is more or less interchangeable. 


Turning to the future, the speaker sug- 
gested that, in spite of the multitude of 
competing claims, the chief industrial 
countries would be well advised to accord 
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a very high degree of priority to the pro- 
vision of all those goods and facilities 
which are required to resuscitate timber 
production. 

As time went on, supply and demand 
would steadily approach equilibrium—some 
shrewd observers even doubted, in spite 
of immediate appearances, whether this 
process would prove so very long drawn- 
out after all. The more inflated the price 
structure the more complete would be the 
collapse of the whole unsound edifice. So 
long as anything like the present shortage 
persisted, it was imperative that the most 
stringent economy should be practised in 
the use of timber, and that the substi- 
tution of other materials in freer supply 
should be given every encouragement. 


PREFABRICATED ROADS 


Farmers, building contractors and civil 
engineers amongst others will be in- 
terested in a large quantity of ‘“ pierced 
steel plank ”—prefabricated roadway— 
for sale at the Ministry of Supply’s next 
auction at Newbury Racecourse. Used 
during the war for the rapid construction 
of airfields, it is ideal, states the Minis- 
try, for making into semi-permanent non- 
sink roads in the minimum of time and 
with the minimum of labour. Each 
“plank” is a nine gauge steel sheet 
approximately 10 ft. long and 15 in. wide, 
and is pierced, as its name implies, with 
3-in. holes which reduce the weight to 
64 lb. Joined together by special lockin 
clips and laid over any reasonably leve 
ground, it forms a continuous roadway. 
Short sections can be used for standings 
for vehicles and farm machinery. 


A descriptive leaflet and details of 
further quantities for disposal are avail- 
able from the Directorate of Disposals 
(R.E.), Ministry of Supply, Great West- 
minster House, Horseferry-road, S.W.1. 
The next auction at Newbury will be held 
on December 3, 4 and 5, and the viewing 
days are November 29 and December 2. 
Catalogues and admission to view are 
obtainable from the Auctioneer’s Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Supply Depot, New- 
bury Racecourse, Newbury, Berks. 
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INSTITUTION OF SANITARY 


ENGINEERS 
ANNUAL DINNER 

AmonG the guests at the annual dinner 
of the Institution of Sanitary Engineers, 
held on Wednesday, November 6, at the 
Dorchester Hotel, London, were the 
Rt. Hon. George Tomlinson, M.P., Minis- 
ter of Works, and the Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Silkin, M.P., Minister of Town and 
Country Planning. Mr. G. S. McDonald, 
M.Inst.C.E., M.1.Struct.E., M.Inst.M. & 
Cy.E., President of the Institution, was in 
the chair. 

Mr. G. Lioyp Acxers, M.Inst.C.E., 
F.I.S.E., proposing the toast of ‘* The 
Guests and Kindred Institutions,’’ said the 
work of the professional institutions of 
this country and their members was 
unadvertised, and because of that was very 
little recognised by the public at large. 
‘‘T think that is wrong,”’ said the speaker, 
‘‘ and I think it should be amended. After 
all, on the roads more people are killed 
than the number killed in air raids, but 
a typhoid bacillus has the death-dealing 
propensity far in excess of any motor car 
ov lorry. Hundreds of thousands of people 
drive in cars and travel in trains over 
bridges each day, and get safely to the 
other side because of the skill of the struc- 
tural engineers. However, should it 
happen by some mischance that a bridge 
collapses, the damage done is finite, but 
if typhoid, or any other water-borne 
disease, breaks out the damage is infinite. 
There is no knowing where it will stop. It 
is due to the work of this Institution and 
other professional institutions represented 
here to-night and their members that such 
diseases do not break out.”’ 

Mr. Georce TomLINson, in reply, 
referred to the co-operation which exists 
between the professional institutions. Such 
a spirit was needed more than anything 
else to-day, he said, and if to it a spirit 
of determination were added it would be a 
great start towards the rebuilding and 
reorganisation of this country in the next 
few years. 

Mr. E. H. Forp, 0.B.E., President of 
the Institution of Municipal and County 
Engineers, also responded. Replying to 
the toast of the ‘Institution of Sanitary 
Engineers,’ proposed by CouNCILLOR 
E. H. Keerttnc, M.P., Mayor of West- 
minster, the PRESIDENT said that members 
of the Institution were interested in public 
health, not from the point of view of 
doctors, hospitals and nurses, for they 
came in when the damage was done, but 
from the point of view of preventing pub- 
lic ill-health. 

‘This Institution,’’ continued the 
speaker, ‘‘ is composed of some thousands 
of men all over the world. We are not 
plumbers! We are concerned with public 
health from an engineering point of view. 
Our task as sanitary engineers is to pro- 
vide those facilities which give the public 
fresh air and fresh water, the value of 
which are not truly appreciated until they 
are taken from us. 

‘In the last war our fighting men had to 
live in all sorts of conditions and those 
conditions were improved and made much 
better by the work of our sanitary 
engineers. Our men were looked after 
before the damage was done and that great 
work was carried out by members of this 
Institution.” 


Baronetcy for Sir Charles Davis. 

Tue Kine has onguavedl that the dignity 
of a baronetcy of the United Kingdom be 
conferred upon Sir Charles Davis, D.L., 
on the occasion of his retirement from the 
office of Lord Mayor of London. 
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SLUMS AND CRIME 
AN AMERICAN INVESTIGATION 


Tre American Association of Planning 
Officials has concluded, as the result of a 
recent survey, that rehabilitation of slum 
areas everywhere in America would cost 
the public less in the long run than main- 
taining prisons for slum-bred criminals, as 
well as stimulating growth of healthier, 
happier urban populations. This observa- 
tion is based on a survey of case histories 
of criminals housed in penal institutions 
in the State of Wisconsin. The survey 
confirmed similar results of studies made 
in New York and Cleveland. 

The State welfare department in Wis- 
consin discovered that the city of Mil- 
waukee’s most severely blighted area—the 
sixth ward—cost isconsin taxpayers 
nearly 150,000 dollars last year for main- 
tenance of sixth ward inmates in the State 
prison and the State reformatory. At the 
other extreme, Milwaukee’s eighteenth 
ward, the city’s best-developed residential 
district, cost the public just 5,523 dollars 
for maintenance of its prison and reforma- 
tory inmates. Statistics relating to other 
wards in Milwaukee show the same results. 

In Cleveland it was discovered that an 
area occupied by just 2.5 per cent. of the 
city’s population was responsible for 21 
per cent, of the city’s murders and eight 
per cent. of its juvenile delinquency. The 
slum area cost Cleveland taxpayers some 
2,000,000 dollars to maintain—in prison 
costs, police protection and the like—and 
at the same time it supplied the city with 
only about 225,000 dollars in annual tax 
revenues. 

In New York, the city’s slum clearance 
agency totalled the cost of police, fire. 
sanitary and other services in specified 
districts. It compared these costs with 
those in better residential areas. Then the 
agency figured the relative receipts from 
taxes, and found that, over a short period 
of years, slums cost the taxpayers more 
than clearing them away and building 
low-cost housing in their places. 


STEVENAGE ORDER TO BE MADE 


Tae Minister of Town and Country 
Planning states that he has considered 
the report of his inspector, Mr. Arnold 
Morris, M.Inst.C.E., M.T.P.I., following 
the public inquiry held at Stevenage on 
October 7 and 8, to hear representations 
concerning the Draft Stevenage New Town 
(Designation) Order, 1946, and that after 
giving careful consideration to the various 
submissions made to him on behalf of 
interested local authorities and statutory 
undertakings and by private individuals 
affected by the proposals, the Minister has 
decided to make the Order. 

Among the objections raised at the 
inquiry was a suggestion that a virgin site 
should have been chosen for development 
as a new town in preference to Stevenage. 
In a circular létter, the Minister points out 
that it will be apparent that in a largely 
populated area, such as the Greater London 
Region, undeveloped sites suitable are now 
practically non-existent. 

After giving his answer to other sub- 
missions made at the inquiry, the Minister 
states that he has given careful considera- 
tion to the representations made on behalf 
of individual property owners. He is not 
insensible of the feeling which has 
naturally been aroused by a proposal to 
carry out a major expansion, but these 
changes will, however, bring with them 
many advantages, and whilst there must 
be some disturbance of private interests, 
the development will be so carried out 
as to keep such disturbance to the mini- 
mum practicable. 
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BRITISH PAINTS IN 
FOREIGN MARKETS 


Ir is reported by the Paint Marketing 
Council that paint manufacturers in this 
country are losing their overseas markets. 
As a result of the shortage of raw 
materials for the paint industry, in par- 
ticular linseed oil, our manufacturers of 
paints and varnishes can execute only a 
fraction of their orders from India, the 
Middle East, South Africa, Latin America, 
Europe and other overseas markets. The 
pre-war value of Britain’s export trade 
in paints, varnishes and kindred products 
was approximately £4,000,000 a year. As 
a result of the present raw material 
restrictions, this figure is very likely to 
drop to £500,000 or less for the current 
year, 

The U.K. paint industry has, during 
the last 100 years, trained and employed 
the best types of overseas agents and 
representatives. Now, with no British 
goods to sell, they must—in order to earn 
a living—offer their services either to local 
manufacturers or to foreign competitors, 
who are very anxious to employ them, 
but may stipulate as a condition of em- 
ployment that when Britain is in a better 
position than at present to ship large 
quantities of goods, these men must not 
return to the employment of U.K. paint 
firms. It is feared, we are informed, that 
once this valuable network of overseas 
agents and representatives is lost to the 
U.K. exporter, it will be well-nigh 
impossible to re-establish an export trade 
in paints and varnishes. 
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PLANS FOR SMOKELESS CITY 


DISTRICT HEATING FOR LARGE 
AREAS 


Sreps that are being taken by the Cor- 
poration of the City of London to introduce 
district heating schemes in rebuilding pro- 
grammes for large areas in the City, and 
so reduce smoke pollution, were mentioned 
by Sm Georcez apts chairman of the 
Corporation Health Committee, in the 
course of his presidential address at the 
annual conference of the National Smoke 
Abatement Society, held at Brighton from 
October 24 to October 28. 

Str Georce said : ‘“‘ Encouraged by this 
Society, the Corporation first considered the- 
creation of smokeless zones within the city, 
but they found the problem complicated by 
the smoke output from the great railway 
stations and from steamships in the port. 
For the time being, therefore, they had to 
be content with securing in a Private Bill, 
now on the Statute Book, a clause requir- 
ing prior oj 3a by the City Health 
Department of all new fuel-burning installa- 
tions. That in itself was a considerable 
achievement, but the Corporation decided’ 
to go further and get expert advice on the 
possibilities of district heating for the 
extensive areas of the city devastated dur- 
ing the war. On the face of it, it seems 
@ unique opportunity for the piping of 
heat and hot water to the acres of offices 
and warehouses which must be rebuilt 
during the next few years. No previous 
scheme at home or abroad has dealt with a 
great commercial centre which has to be 
recreated de novo, and where the advan- 
tages of district heating are more obvious. 
The Corporation are now awaiting a report 
from their expert adviser, and it is hoped 
that financial and other considerations will 
justify the adoption of a scheme which 
would automatically create smokeless zones 
in large areas of the city.” 


POST-WAR RAILWAY PLANS. 


IMPROVEMENTS ON THE G.W.R. 


PRELIMINARY consideration has been 
given by the Great Western Railway to 
schemes of improvements to passenger and 
goods stations and running line facilities: 
throughout the system which would form 
the basis of its post-war plans. 

These schemes include many started 
before the war, and their completion 
would absorb all the labour and material 
likely to be available for some time. 
They are :— 

North Acton, Ruislip—completion of 
electrified line; Newquay (Cornwall)— 
rebuilding of station; Porthcawl Branch 
—doubling of line between Cornelly and 
Porthcawl; Pyle West Loop—completion 
of doubling of line; Porthcawl—new 
station on new site to avoid level cross- 
ing; Banbury, Exeter, Oxford, Paignton, 
Penzance, Plymouth (North-road), Wey- 
mouth—-completion of reconstruction and’ 
enlargement of stations; Cannock-road— 
modernisation of carriage depot. 

Other schemes to which consideration is 
being given, and which would be dealt 
with as and when circumstances permit: 
are: Reconstruction or improvements to 


stations at Birmingham (Snow-hill), 
Reading, Bath, Swindon, Westbury 
(Wilts), Swansea (High-street), Port 


Talbot and Weston-super-Mare. 

The enlargement of Paddington Station 
is also being considered by a special com- 
mittee set up for this purpose. 

New hotels are to be erected at Swin- 
don, Cardiff, Swansea, Looe and Birming- 
ham; the Grand Pump Room, Bath, is to- 
be modernised. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


A Business Appointment. 

Mr. Douglas Jarvis has been appointed 
managing director of Messrs. J. Jarvis 
and Sons, Ltd., building and engineering 
contractors, of 12, Buckingham Palace- 
gardens, London, 8.W.1. 

Cambridge Preservation Society. 

The seventeenth annual report of the 
Cambridge Preservation Society, recently 
pablished, draws attention to the financial 
difficulties encountered by the society 
owing to “‘ the fantastic rise in the cost of 
jabour and materials.” However, the 
report gives detailed evidence of the work 
that has been carried out in the first year 
of peace and full particulars are included 
of the maintenance and repair work that 
has been carried out on the society’s 
estates. 


Truck and Ladder Manufacturers. 


At the annual general meeting of the 
Ladder and Truck Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, Mr. . H. Grundy, of Messrs. 
R. D. Milles, Ltd., Liverpool. was elected 
president and Mr, H. H. Springett, of 
the King’s Cross Truck Co., Ltd., Ealing, 
was elected vice-president. 

Mr. G. Cayless, the retiring president, 
and Mr. G. B. Farrar, the retiring vice- 
president, have served the Association 
since its formation four years ago, and 
a sincere vote of thanks in appreciation 
of their services was passed. 


Liverpool School of Architecture. 

We have received the 1946-47 prospectus 
of the Liverpool] School of Architecture. 
The school offers courses which are de- 
signed to provide a full professional 
education at a university standard for 
all who intend to practise as architects. 
Under the Architects’ (Registration) Act, 
1931, the Liverpool School’s Final Degree 
and Diploma Examinations have been re- 
cognised as qualifying for admission to 
the Statutory Register of Architects. An 
appendix descriptive of the Department 
of Civic Design is also included in the 
prospectus, 


Brixton School of Building. 


The L.C.C. Brixton School of Building, 
Ferndale-road, London, 8.W.4, is most 
anxious to replenish its library of tech- 
nical data and samples of building 
materials which were destroyed during 
the war. Manufacturers and suppliers of 
building materials, building plant and 
equipment in this country and abroad 
who are willing to assist in this educa- 
tional work should write to Mr. J. K. 
Hicks, F.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip., the head of 
the Senior School (which consists of the 
departments of architecture, building, 
structural engineering and surveying), 
or to the lecturer in charge of the build- 
ing laboratory, Mr. L. J. Kay, M.A., B.Sc. 


War Damage Act, 1943. 


Local authorities have been informed 
by the Minister of Health that it 
has been decided, after consultation 
with the War Damage Commission 
ind the Associations of Local Authori- 
ties, that, for the submission of accounts 
for, and the payment of, expenditure 
incurred on the repair of war damage in 
the 12 months ended March 31, 1946, the 
present form of financial statement, 
W.D.P.6, should be continued in use, 
and that. the agreement between the 
Commission and the Associations of 
Local Authorities should be prolonged 
for a further year, and that for the 
purpose of the application of the sliding 
scale of percentages for Head Office 
expenses, a new period should begin on 
April 1, 1945. 

The Minister adds that local authori- 
ties who have not yet submitted Forms 
W.D.P. .for prior years. are strongly 
uwged to do so immediately, as con- 
unued delay prevents the due closing of 
accounts and has given rise to public 
criticism. The claims (in duplicate) 
should be forwarded to the Secretary, 
War Damage Commission. 
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Token Imports from Holland. 


As previously announced by the Board 
of .Tnade, arrangements have already 
been made for token imports to come 
into this country from Canada, U.S.A., 
Belgium, Switzerland, France, Denmark 
and Sweden. Arrangements have now 
been completed for extending these ar- 
rangements to Holland. Token imports 
of the goods included in the scheme will 
accordingly be admitted from Holland 
at the same yearly rate of 20 per cent. 
by value of Dutch pre-war trade with 
the United Kingdom in the goods in 
question. 


A.R.C.U.K. Prosecutions. 


W. Ellis and Sons, Ltd., of 234, Gold- 
hawk-road, Shepherd’s Bush, W.12, were 
prosecuted at West London Police Court 
on October 31 at the instance of the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council for carrying on 
business under the title of ‘‘ architects,” 
not being registered persons within the 
meaning of the Architects’ Registration 
Acts. he defendants had displayed a 
board upon a house which they were 
repairing, on which the words “ architects 
and builders” appeared after the name 
of the company. The defendants were 
fined £2 with 3 guineas costs. They 
pleaded that as the company had taken 
power in their Memorandum of Associa- 
tion to carry on business as architects 
they mistakenly assumed that they were 
entitled to the style of architects, 
although not registered. 

A. W. T. Richards, F.S.I., of 80, Valley- 
field-road, Streatham, §8.W.16, was pro- 
secuted by the Architects’ Registration 
Council at Lambeth Police Court on 
Wednesday, October 30, for practising 
ot carrying on business under the title 
of ‘‘ Architect,’’ not being a registered 
person, contrary to Section 1 of the 
Architects (Registration) Act, 1938. 

-» The defendant pleaded guilty. The 
summons was dismissed by the magis- 
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trate under the Probation of Offenders 
Act on payment of five guineas costs. 
The defendant pleaded that he had 2n- 
advertently omitted to remove the word 
“ Architect ’’ from his lettér-paper when 
the Architects (Registration) Act, 1938, 
was passed and had also neglected te 
submit an application for registration 
for the consideration of the Architects’ 
Registration Council. 


New Uses of Plywood. 


The Timber Development Association 
have reprinted for their members selected 
articles from the annual plywood number 
of the Timberman covering new develop- 
ments in the use of plywood in America. 
This reprint contains informative articles 
written by American experts in this field 
of wood utilisation and illustrates some 
marine applications of. plywood, ply- 
wood in railway wagon construction 
and in building. The T.D.A. inform us 
that a limited number of copies are avail- 
able for architects, engineers, builders 
and the larger consumers on application. 


Wood Shingles in Sierra Leone. 

The report on the “ Forest Administra- 
tion of Sierra Leone” for 1945, just pub- 
lished by the Government printer in Free- 
town, records that in an experiment with 
wood shingles as substitute roofing mate- 
rials, 30,000 shingles were cut for experi- 
ment and demonstration purposes; the 
results so far have been promising, and it 
is hoped that with the installation of the 
shingle-cutting machine as part of a new 
mill at Kenema, production costs may be 
brought down to such a figure as to make 
shingles really popular as a roofing mate- 
rial. A number of species are under 
observation on small experimental roofs. 
Those finally selected should, if properly 
impregnated, have a life, of at least 20 
years. 


Companies’ Dinner and Dance. 


A successful dinner and dance were 
held at the Cherry Tree, Welwyn Garden 
City, on November.2_ by Stirling Group 
Investments, Ltd. (civil engineers and 
contractors), to over 100 members of their 
various head office staffs of associated 
companies. The Earl of Norbury, one of 
the directors, proposed the toast of “‘ The 
Group,” and the chairman, Lt.-Col. J. A. 
Stirling, O.B.E., M.I.C.E., in reply, 
affirmed his willing acceptance of the 
high standards of living demanded by 
employees, but observed that increased 
output and efficiency alone could pay the 
bill. Mechanisation was declared to be 
the only answer to the shortage of man- 
power problem, and the companies were 
embarking on a policy to that end. 


Housing in Oxford. 

Reference to the efforts that were being 
made to solve Oxford’s acute housing 
roblems was made recently at the city’s 
ousing exhibition held at the Electricity 
Showrooms, After Councillor R. F. 
Knight, chairman of Oxford’s Housing 
Allocation Sub-Committee, had spoken 
of the points system which was in opera- 
tion to ensure fairness in the allocation 
of accommodation Alderman Mrs. 
Stevens said that several estates had 
been purchased, and as soon as the pre- 
sent building had been completed work 
would be undertaken on new sites. 
There would be new estates at Canning- 
crescent and North-way, beyond Marston. 
They hoped to acquire for housing sites 
Southfield Golf Course and Wood Farm, 
Headington. ; 

Housing in N. Ireland. 

The activities of the Northern Ireland 
Housing Trust are comprehensively dealt 
with in the first annual report, the text 
of which has just been published. 

The report refers to events leading up 
to the formation of the Housing Trust 
and points out that a survey carried out 
in 1943 by the Ministry of Home Affairs 
showed that approximately 100,000 new 
houses were required in Northern Ireland 
in order to provide reasonable housing 
conditions. : 
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INCREASED BRICK OUTPUT 


AUTHORITIES TOLD “ ORDER NOW” 


Tue Ministry of Health, in a circular, 
has informed local authorities in the North 
Eastern, North Western and North Mid- 
land Regions that the output of bricks in 
those areas is now showing a considerable 
increase, and it is expected that pro- 
duction will exceed the demand during 
the winter months. 

Many brickmakers are already accumu- 
lating stocks, and this tends to restrict 
production, especially in the smaller yards 
with limited storage capacity. Housing 
authorities and their contractors are, 
therefore, asked to order and take delivery 
of bricks as early as possible in advance of 
their housing requirements. By doing so 
they will ensure that bricks are on site 
in good time, and will also assist in reliev- 
ing road and rail transport of a heavier 
load at a later date. For the same reason, 
regular ordering and acceptance of de- 
liveries should be maintained during the 
winter months. Urging local authorities 
to make the fullest use of local bricks, the 
Ministry adds that the expanding demand 
for bricks will only be met next year if 
all the available manufacturing sources are 
used. 

This circular has been sent to local 
authorities in the following counties :— 
East and West Ridings of Yorkshire, 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Derbyshire, Leices- 
tershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, 
Nottinghamshire, Rutland, and Soke of 
Peterborough. All these authorities have 
been supplied by the Ministry with a list 
of brickyards in those counties which have 
stocks immediately available for disposal. 


Position of Other Materials. 

An official of the Ministry of Health 
stated that the same position was likely 
to arise with other materials, particularly 
roofing and tiles and stoneware pipes, and 
that the Ministry will probably ask local 
authorities to take early delivery of these 
items also, in readiness for the heavy 
demand likely to arise when next year’s 
building season begins. 


LIME DELIVERIES IN 


JEOPARDY 
MORE BAGS NEEDED. 

Speaking at a meeting of the Southern 
Lime Association, the chairman, Major E. 
W. Taylerson, M.I.Mech.E., M.1.Loco.E., 
said, ‘“‘ The position with regard to de- 
liveries of hydrated lime is becoming ex- 
tremely difficult owing to an insufficient 
supply of paper sacks for packing. The 
chalk/lime industry at present requires 
paper sacks at the rate of over 3,000,000 
per annum and with the growing demand 
for lime for building this will undoubtedly 
increase during 1947. I would urge the 
various Ministries to get together on this 
problem. The Ministry of Works requires 
lime; the Ministry of Supply and the 
Board of Trade state that they cannot 
allocate more paper for bags for packing 
it, and, in the meantime, the lime supplier 

is between the devil and the deep sea.” 


The Manufacture of Glass. 


A lecture, supplemented by a film and 
lantern slides, on “ Glass Manufacture,” 
was given by Mr. J. M. Holt, of Messrs. 
Pilkington Bros., Ltd., before a meeting 
of the Yorkshire branch of the Institute 
of Quantity Surveyors held recently. 

The speaker dealt first with the com- 
position of glass and then went on to 
refer to its physical properties and the 
various types of manufacture processes. 
Several questions were asked at the con- 
clusion of the lecture and a vote of thanks 
passed to Mr. Holt. 


THE BUILDER 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Essential Work Orders: Advance Prepara- 
tion of Housing Sites. 


The Minister of Health in Circular ticeship Council for London has decided 


205/46 refers housing authorities to 
Circular 182/46, and states that the Uni- 
formity Agreement Joint Board have now 
decided that consideration can be given 
to the application of uniformity condi- 
tions to W.B.A. and W.B.B. sites on jobs 
other than house erection (outside 
London, Liverpool, Manchester or Bir- 
mingham) without the prerequisite of 
scheduling under the Essential Work 
Order. In future, applications for 
scheduling should refer only to sites for 
which it is desired to secure labour by 
using powers of direction, and applica- 
tions for uniformity conditions (outside 
London, Liverpool, Manchester and Bir- 
mingham) should be restricted to pre- 
paration of housing sites where the job 
could only be manned if uniformity con- 
ditions were applied. 

Suggestions or applications either for 
scheduling under the Essential Work 
Order or application of the uniformity 
agreement, should be forwarded to the 
Principal Housing Officer for discussion 
with the regional representatives of the 
Ministry of Works and the Ministry of 
Labour. 


T.D.A. Activities. 

Concise information on wood pre- 
servation, including types of preserva- 
tives available and their methods of 
application, together with notes on the 
appropriate use of both, are given in 
the new red booklet, ‘‘ Timber Preserva- 
tion,” just published by the Timber 
Development Association from 75, 
Cannon-street, London, E.C.4. 

The full syllabus of the three-year 
course in Timber Technology has now 
been published and may be obtained ° 
free of charge from the Association. 
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PLUMBING APPRENTICES’ 


EXAMINATION 
Tue Plumbing Trades Central Appren- 


to hold an annual examination for appren. 
tices indentured under its scheme, such 
examination to be based on problems likely 
to arise in workshop practice. The purpose 
of the examination is to test observation 
and initiative, and the Apprenticeship 
Council believes that such an examination 
will appeal to apprentices since it is based 
on practical work rather than text-book 
knowledge. 

The examination is additional to that of 
the City and Guilds of London Institute, 
and in no way an alternative to it. There 
will be no certificates issued on the results 
of the examination. Prizes will 
be awarded. A silver challenge cup, 
to be held for one year, will be secured 
for his firm by the apprentice obtaining 
highest marks. 

The prizes to be awarded are as follows : 
Grade I (for third-, fourth- and fifth-year 
apprentices) : First prize, £5; second prize, 
£3; third prize, £1. Grade II (for first- 
and second-year apprentices) : First prize, 
£3;-second prize, £2; third prize, £1. 

The Council is making an appeal to all 
interested parties for funds to enable them 
to conduct this examination yearly, and 
any interested reader is asked to communi- 
cate with the hon. secretary, A. E. Soones, 
48, Grafton-way, Tottenham Court-road, 
London, W.1. (Telephone Euston 7958.) 


TRADE” NEWS 


Changes of Address. 

The Milestone Construction Co., Ltd.. 
inform us that they have transferred 
their Midland office to Macclesfield, the 
new address being Wharf Yard, Brook- 
street. Telephone: Macclesfield 4437-8-9. 

Mercantile Credit Co., Ltd. (hire-pur- 
chase finance) have now removed from 
their temporary war-time offices at 208a, 
Regent-street, London, W.1, to new 
and permanent offices at Argyll House, 
246-250, Regent-street, London, W.1. 


Opening of New Works. 

His Worship the Mayor of Lambeth, 
Councillor A. Deady, J.P., recently 
opened the Stove-Enamelling Works of 
Messrs, Aygee. Ltd., glazing and engi- 
neering specialists, Westminster Bridge- 
Road, London, S.E.1. 5; 

Although this factory was built and 
equipped during the war, for security 
reasons the official opening had to 
postponed. The work now carried out 
at the premises consists of adding lus- 
trons finishes to the many building 
trade specialities, from coffee tables to 
metal windows, which the firm manufac- 
tures. 


An Aluminium Information Bulletin. 

A new addition to the Aluminium De- 
velopment Association’s series of informa- 
tion bulletins is No. 12, “ Forming of 
Aluminium and Its Alloys by the Drop 
Stamp.” This bulletin is of interest 
since, as a result of recent improvements 
in drop stamp equipment and technique, 
it is now possible to produce small 
quantities of deep-drawn shapes in 
aluminium and aluminium alloy sheet 
which formerly could be produced only 
by hand methods. The bulletin briefly 
describes and illustrates the rope-and-air- 
operated drop stamps and continues with 
much information concerning the design 
of tools for the drop stamp and the mate- 
rials suitable for such tools. Details with 
section drawings are given for the process 
of making drop stamp dies beginning 
with construction of the drawings from 
which sheet metal templates are made. 
A selected bepiigepeny ives useful 
references to further reading on the 
subject. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


ne —Streets and Buildings Committee 
pproved in general scheme for erection of 
a itary hospital at Fairmilehead. 
Glasgow.—Offices to be erected at Pollock- 
shaws-rd., by Strathendric Structures, Balfron. 


Glasgow.—Alterations and additions proposed 
for the West End Hotels (Glasgow w, Ltd., 
Buckingham-ter., for which the architect is 
Magnus Duncan, 243, Eglinton-st., Glasgow. 
Offices and workshops proposed iy Eastvale- pl., 

for Maitlands (Metal Works), , for which 
the architect is J. W. MacDonald, my ” Balmuildy- 
rd., Bishopbriggs. 

Glasgow. Ee and additions and 
house for J. and Tennent, Ltd., at Duke-st., 
for which the ne shiteet is Thomas Cordiner, 261. 
West George-st., Glasgow. Additions and 
alterations roposed for the Scottish Daily 
Record and Rresing News, Ltd., for which the 
architects are John Keppie and Henderson, 196, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Musselbu h—T. C. to proceed with following 
schemes : Ia houses in three blocks at Linkfield- 
rd.; 100 houses in 32 blocks at Pinkie Mains 
West ; and 12 houses in five blocks at Ashgrove- 
pl. 

Paisley.—Dean of Guild Court passed plans 
for extensive housing schemes at £959,460. 

Wishaw.—Factory to be erected at Gowk- 
thrapple, for which the architects are Cullen, 
Lochhead and Brown, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts etill open ut not in- 
cluded im this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
’ The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submiesion of tenders; a dagger (tT) 
denotes closing date for applications; the namo 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 21. 
*Bristol T.C.—Temporary shops in blocks of 
three and five at temporary housing sites. J. 
Nelson Meredith (F.), City 4A. Dep. £2 2s. 


novenace * gpugis 
Depwade R.D.C.—22 Airey houses a 8 

A. ri as" a (FF.), 23, Tombland, 
N h e 

qreaet Pate oe C.c.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining hall at Horsted Keynes Rometeg 
Primary School.. E. A. Verger (F.), County A 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 25. 

Chelmsford R.D.C.—26 Airey houses at 3 
sites. Estate Manager (oom, 25), Council 
Offices, New London-rd. Dep. 

Ely U.D.C.—40 houses at St. John’ s-rd. Archi- 
tect and S., Council Offices, Lynn-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Lakes (Westmorland) U.D.C.—8 houses at 
Blue Hill, Ambleside. J. H. McAdam, anes 
Officer, Council Offices, Ambleside. Dep. £2 

=Weymouth and Melcombe Regis 1024 
houses and 12 flats at Shortlands-rd., Upwey. 
B.E. and S., 6, Pulteney-bldgs. Dep. £2 


NOVEMBER 26. 

Berwick-on-Tweed C.B.—Work in 
trades for. 40 neneee = Shielfield- terr., 
mouth. 5 1.6. 3s. 

ay % a dwellings at Derriads. 
B.B. Dep. 

t+*Norfolk eo. Kitchen and two stores at 
Halvergate C.P. school. F. G. Limmer (F.), 
Ed. Architect, Stracey-rd., Norwich. Tenders 
by December 6. 

Tyldesley U.D.C. yr houses at Setar. site 
No. 2. D. Urwin, E. and 8. Dep. £3 


NOVEMBER 27, 

Aberdeen C.C.—Work in various trades for 30 
houses at 4 sites. County A. 

Hackney B.C.—100 flats at Banister House 
Extension Ned rg :. Housing Manager, 
219, Mare-st. 2s. 

Northampton R.D.C.-20 Airey houses at 4 
sites. R. eos , 1, Cheyne Walk, Nortb- 
ampton Dep. £2 

wou T.C.—26 "bungalows at various sites. 


various 
Tweed- 


Baker, B.E. and S., 16, Alma-rd. Dep. 
£3 5. 
NOVEMBER 29, 
*Bicester U.D.C.—Roads and _ sewers at 


Launton-rd. H. W. Smith (F.), 29, George-st., 
Oxford. Dep. £2 2s. { 

Calne and Chippenham R.D.C.—Conversion of 
Pickwick Villa, Corsham, into five flats and six 
flats respectively. Walter Rudman and 
Edwards, 32, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. 
£1 1s. 


THE BUILDER 





PRICES OF CEMENT, 


The ton pelos of certain cements has been 
reduced by 2s he new lop are as fol- 
:—Portland cement (‘Blue (Circle ”), 

ton loads and upwards site £2 15s., 1 to 
e tons site £2 18s.; Ferrocrete rapid harden- 
ing Portland cement, 6-ton loads and up- 
wards site £3 1s., 1 to 6 tons site £3 5s.; 
““qi7 cement, £3 16s. 6d. ; ‘“Aquacrete ’ water- 
repellent cement, 31s. 6d. per ton on ordin- 
ary “ Blue Circle ” prices, in paper bags 
7s. per ton extra; rapid-hardening “ Color- 
crete,” in 6-ton lots £4 16s. 6d., in paper 
bags 7s. per ton extra. This reduction 
operates from November 1. 

The current price of Super Cement “ Sub- 
marine Brand ” is 86s. 6d. per ton, minimum 
6-ton loads, London area, and not 88s. 6d. 
as formerly. 











Durham T.C.—56 houses ye Reotecent: rd. 
2 E. and Architect. Dep. £ 
tEvesham R.D.C.—10 houses A Cleeve Prior. 


Francis 3 Andrews and Son, architects, 95, 
Colmore-row, Birmingham 3. Dep. £2 2s. 
Manchester T.C.—10 thenbastes shops at 


Victoria-ave., East, Blackley, and 6 temporary 
shops at Hough- end Seog site, Withington. 
Housing Dept. Dep. £1 

Manchester T.C.—(a) Reinstatement of Clare- 
mont-rd. Senior school; (b) removal of air raid 
precautions at Hulme Town Hall. City A. 
Dep. £1 1s. each specification, etc. 


NOVEMBER 30. 
*Ashby-de-la-Zouch R.D.C.—18 houses at 2 
sites. Swanwick, M.Inst.R.A., 44, London- 
rd., Coalville. Dep.. £2 2s. 
Cardiganshire E. ks Ticatees at Tregaron C.P. 
school. Rhys Jones, County A., County Hall, 


Aberaeron. 

*Leeds T.C.—Calorifier House, Killingbeck 
Sanatorium. H. R. Hudson, F.1.A.A.S., Super- 
intendent of Works and_ Buildings, 125, 
Beckett-st., Leeds, 9. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newmarket R.D.C.—48 houses and bungalows 
at various sites. L. J. Cockerham (L.» 
Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Skipton R.D.C.—14 houses at Eshton-rd. site, 
Gargrave. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wolverton U.D.C.— Roads and sewers at 
Furze-way estates. E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 

*York T.C.—Completion of cubicles and lava- 
tory accommodation for staff at Institution, 
Huntington-rd. City E. and Architect. Dep. £3 


DECEMBER 2. 
Haverfordwest T.C.—80 houses at Priory 
ga site. R. G@. Henderson, B.S. Dep. 


t*Hornsey B.C.—32 flats at Lorne-rd. and 
Marquis-rd., Stroud Green. J. H. Melville 
Richards, B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 











The Hall Mark of Craftsmanship 


IF IT’S 
GLASS 
GLAZING 


IT’S 


AYGEE™ 


ENGLAND'S LARGEST 
GLAZING CONTRACTORS 


100, Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON, S.E.1. ‘phone: 
WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 
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0 fants u. aie houses. S. N. Penhale 


*Woreester Fe. —Conversion of portion of Pit- 
maston House into two classrooms and cloak- 
rooms. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 3. 
Greenwich B.C.—24 flats ri Chariton-rd. B.E. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 4. 

*Swanage U.D.C.—26 houses at Greyseed 
site, Swanage, and completion of ae = 
structed road. Crickmay and Sons oe , St. 
Thomas-st., Weymouth. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 7. 
*Bolton C.B.—Completion of Junior and In- 
fants’ School at Breightmet (Compton Fold). 


E. and § 

DECEMBER 9. 

Ellesmere Port U.D.C.—102 houses at Stanney 
estate. E. and S., Queen-st., Ellesmere Port. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Huntingdon £.C.—Canteen kitchen and 
dinin: neat for St. Ives County Primary 
schools. H. Longstaff, County 8. ‘ona Archi- 
tect, Walden House, Huntingdon. 


DECEMBER 10. 
Featherstone U.D.C.—100 houses in 7 contracts 
at Streethouse estate. Pennington, Hustler and 
Taylor, 45, Ropergate, Pontefract. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 11. 
ngham T.C.—Extension to dispensary at 
city Hospital. City E. and 8. Dep, £2. 


DECEMBER 16. 
Huntingdon R.D.C.—2 pairs houses at Alcon- 
bury and 3 pairs at Old Weston. Parkinson 
=> Doe, Montagu House, Huntingdon. Dep. 


“Warwickshire ©.C.—Adapting M.H. hutment 
at Warwick Hospital to form sleeping accom- 
modation for nurses. County A. ep. £2 23. 


DECEMBER 22. 
tGlendale R.D.C.—Roads and sewers and 10 
houses at Phillip’s-ct., Lowick. C., 17, Bond- 
gate Without, Alnwick. Dep, £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 
Derbys C,E.C.—New classrooms at New Mills 
Grammar school. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Sori U.D.C.—30 houses at Routhcott site. 
it. Rolls (L.), yy . Bridge-st., Leigh- 
ton ‘ame Dep. 


suisaailicdebdiid 


NOVEMBER 25, 
T.C.—Demolition of 18 stone-built 
at Parker-st., Parker-sq., and 

B.E. and 8. 


NOVEMBER 30. 
Tynemouth C.B. — Demolition of surface 
shelters, kitchens, etc. (Contract C.4), and 
domestic surface shelters. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 9. 
Chichester T.C.—Demolition and clearance of 
surface shelters, semi-sunk shelters, wardens’ 


Keighley 
properties 
Smitherds-st. 


-— and static water tanks. City E. Dep. 
Ss. 
DECEMBER 17. 
Stourport-upon-Sever: U.D.c. — Demolition 


n 
and removal of shelters. S. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 31. 
Durham C.C.—County E. and § 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 22. 

Heanor U.D.C.—Laying of approx. 700 lin. 
yds. of 6 in. dia. concrete pipe sewers, 620 lin. 
yds. 6 in. dia. and 167 lin. yds. 12 in. dia. 
earthenware sewer, etc., at Marlpool Farm. E. 
and S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*St. Albans R.D. C.—Roads, footpaths, verges, 
drainage, etc., at Hatfield-rd. estate. ©... 435 
Upper Lattimore-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 25. 
Andover T.C.—Preparation of site No. 9, Toll- 
ate-rd. and Charlton-rd., drainage. B.S. Dep. 


28. 
Cuxton Water pomenieee (Kent).—Sinking of 
borehole and well. H.. Coe, secretary, Rail- 
way-st., Chatham. Den £2. 


a. + on .C.—Making-up 5 roads. B.E. and 
Harpenden U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Grove estate. E. Stopher, M.Sc., 


yen oo >. and 8. Dep. 21 1s. 
U.D. aneate and sewers, etc., 
at B Ducdale wil estate. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
Wantage U.D. €.—Provision and laying of 
“oes. 2.086 yds. of 6 in. cast-iron main and 
approx. 980 yds. of 8 in. cast-iron main. Guthrie 
Allsebrook, senenias E., 29, Crown-st., Read- 

ing. Dep. £3 3 

Windeor T.C. -—Reconstruction ef High-st. 
B.B. and 8. Dep. £2 
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NOVEMBER 2%. — 
Silsden U.D.C.—Preparation of site and road 
works at Dradishaw-rd. S. 


Pye ge ate t Little Berk 
Hertford R.D.C.—Site works at Li rk- 
Planta C., 20, Oastle-st., Hertford. Dep. 


23. ‘ 
+Stanley U.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal works and alterations and extensions to 
sewage disposal works, etc. D: Balfour and 
Sons, Consulting E., 145, Pilgrim-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne 1. Dep. £5. ou 
Watford &.D.C.— Roads and subsidiary 
works at Willow-way. Council Offices, 25, King- 
st. Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 28. : 
Bristol T.C.—Roads Poy sewers at Tyning 
estate. City E. Dep. £2 2s. . 
Godalming T.C.—Laying of 263 yds. of 4 in. 
and 3 in. dia. spun-iron water main and specials 
at, Milford, and 100 yds. of 3 in. dia. spun-iron 
water main and specials at The Wharf. C. B. 
Spivey, Water E. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 29. : 
Hull T.C.—Roads and sewers at Bricknell- 
ave. City E. Dep. £2. 


eet pe an f sewers, etc 
U.D.C.—Construction of s ; a 
a ee tenes disposal works. H. Taylor, 
M.C., M.Inst.C.E., Regal Chbrs., Cavendish-st., 
. Dep. £5 3s. , 

a T.6.-Road. sewer and drainage 
stnut-ave. B.E. Dep. } 

es C.B.—Relief sewer, Laceby-rd. B.E 
and 


Hemel Hempstead R.D.C.—Construction of 

1,184 yds. of main sewer at Flamstead. C. 
. £1 1s. ‘ 

Pe tinslade U.D.C.—Construction of pumphouse, 

pipework connections, drain diversion, etc. D. 

Balfour and Sons, Consulting E., 131, Victoria- 

st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £2. 

Towcester T.C.—Sewers and footpaths at 3 
sites. Sir John Brown and A. E. Henson (FF.), 
33, St. Giles-st., Northampton. Dep. 8. 

Wolverton U.D.C.—Roads and 
Furze-way. E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 


orthy RDO Laying of 3,580 yds. of 
R.D.C.—Laying of 4, 5 
Pm ‘and 6110 yds. of 3-in. asbestos-cement 
mains, together with construction of two rein- 
forced concrete reservoirs, two pumphouses, etc. 
Rofe and Rafferty, chartered civil engineers, 3, 
Victoria-et., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

Manchester T.C.—Sewering works at Hulme 
redevelopment area. City S. Dep. £2 2s. _ 

Merthyr Tydfil C.B.—Repair and improve- 
ment of 43 streets. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

South Molton R.D.C.—Laying of 285 yds. of 
4 in. and 1,440 yds. of 3 in. dia. asbestos 
cement mains and two reinforced concrete works 
at North Molton and Brayford. Rofe 
Rafferty, 3, Victoria-st.. S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s.. 

Thornton Cleveleys U.D.C.—Sewage pumping 
station at junction of Westmoriand-ave. and 

eveleys-ave. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. |. 

Wokingham R.D.C.—Supply and laying. of 
about 147 lin. yds. of 6 in. dia. cast-spun iron 
and 800 lin. yds. of 6 in. dia. glazed stoneware 
pipe sewers, etc., at Shinfield. E. Dep. £1 1s. 


Ono fats it t blocks, three 
Greenwich T.C.—24 flats in two ; 
storeys each, at Charlton-rd. B.E. and &. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 4. 
Stoke-on-Trent.—Construction of sewers, etc., 
at Bucknall, Townsend and Longton-rd. drain- 
age scheme. Sir Herbert Humphries and Mc- 
Donald, Comsulting E., Navigation-chbrs., 90, 
Navigation-st., Birmingham 5. Dep. £3. 


DECEMBER 5. s 

Thingoe R.D.C.—Construction and mainten- 

ance of 780 yds. of 7 in. dia. stoneware sewers, 

detritus and sedimentation tank, filter bed, 

humus tank, sludge drying heds. etc., at Great 

Welnetham. Lemon and Blizard, 25, Victoria- 
st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


vern RDC. zs i f TOX 
Upton-upon-Severn R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 
16,600 lin. yds. of 6 in., 5 in., 4 in. and 3 in. dia. 
spun-iron water mains and construction of re- 
inforced concrete reservoir. A. H. Waters, 
M.LC.E., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham 2. Dep. 


£5 5s. 
> . DECEMBER 13. re 
Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Providing and 
Yaying of cast-iron water mains at 3 sites. 
Ross, Hooper and Harvey, engineers, Dallas- 
-chbrs., Chippenham. Dep. £1. | “ 
Peterborough ¥2--Sownge, periiention works. 
.J. D. and D. M. Watson, L.C.E., 18, Queen 
Anne’s-gate, Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. £5 5s. 
DECEMBER 14. 
Horsham U.D.C.—Construction of. sewers a 
‘Foundry-la. and New-pl., Guildford. E. and S 


Dep. £2 
DECEMBER 16. _ 
Crewe T.C.—Construction of Leighton Valley 
stormwater sewer. B.E. and 8. Dep. £5 5s. 
Golborne U.D.C.—Construction of 567 lin. yds. 
of 12 in. dia. sewer and 196 lin. yds. of 9 in. 


sewers at 
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dia. sewer with manholes, etc., at Glazebury, 
also coupling up of various properties. Lomax, 
Ingham an oscoe, engineers, 11, Fold-st., 
Bolton. Dep. £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 19. ; 
Worcester T.C.—Construction of river wall, 


intake, culvert, etc., at waterworks. City E. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
JANUARY 13. 
Belfast City and District Water Com- 


missioners.—Construction of aqueduct, 53 in. 
internal dia. and approximately 44 miles in 
length. Secretary, Water Office. Dep. £10. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 
e in the advertisement pages of thie 
and previous issues. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Factory Extenston.—The B.C. 
have raised no objection to an application sub- 
mitted by Messrs. Jackson and Jackson, 13, 
North-st., Ashford, Kent, to carry out exten- 
sions to the Surrey Sterilized Milk Co., Ltd., 
factory at 35, Sleaford-st. 

Battersea. GARAGE ALTERATIONS. — Messrs. 
Wallace, Gilbert and Partners, 5, Cromwell-rd., 
S.W.7, propose alterations at Essex Garage, 
+7? eammalaaiee for Messrs. Arding and Hobbs, 


Dulwich. — Hovusinc. — Camberwell Borough 
Council are considering making a compulsory 
purchase order to acquire a large part of the 
1,500 acres of the Dulwich College Estates for 
housing purposes. 

Greenwich. — Housina. — The Housing Com- 
mittee propose 28 houses on the Marlborough-la. 
frontage, Cherry Orchard Housing site, at 

Hackney.—Hovusina.—Among the schemes in 
course of preparation by the B.C. are the fol- 
lowing: Buccleuch-ter.. (56 flats); Warwick-gr 
(south) Extension (18 houses, 16 flats, 16 
maisonettes); Forest-rd. 34 houses, 18 
maisonettes, 54 flats); and Prout-rd. (42 houses 
and 42 flats). With the exception of the Prout- 
rd. scheme, compulsory purchase orders have 
been made in respect of the lands required and 
have been confirmed by the M. of H. y 

Lambeth.—Hovsine.—B.C. propose to acquire 











DIAMOND 
GRINDING 


for use on granite, hardgrit 
stones and reconstructed stone. 


The type ST.80 equipment comprises electric motor, 
heavy duty flexible shaft and type RD/WF handpiece 
with water feed. 
The 6in. dia. Diamond Head will grind dead flat from an 
axed or rough-sawn granite surface at the rate of 1 sq. ft. 
in2 minutes. Tests have proved that wear on the Head is 
ligible after grinding 2,000 super feet. 
Superfine finish is obtained by following up with a fine 
2 b dum cup grinding wheel fitted to the same hand- 
piece. Final polishing is carried out with a felt pad fitted 
to type D.6 Handpiece, interchangeable with typeRD/WF. 
For high speed cutting of hard; stones, type B, 3B Hand- 
piece is available, fitted with 8in. Diamond-impregnated 
Cutting Tool and adjustable side gauge. 


Demonstration at your Works on request. 











POWER-DRIVEN HAND TOOLS 
EE 





Type RD/WF Handpiece 
» with cup grinding wheel 





D.6 Handpiece 


Type RD/WF Handpiece Type 


with 6in, Diamond Head. 








for honing and polishing. 
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a site at the corner of Crown-la. and Leigham 
Court-rd. for housing purposes. 

St. Pancras.—HospitaL Extensions.—Messrs. 
Victor Cullen and Sons, 19, Nassau-st., W.1, are 
the surveyors for extensions to be carried out 
at the Middlesex Hospital, Charlotte-st. 

Shoreditch.—Hovusinc.—The Borough Surveyor 
and Architect has prepared a —_ for the pro- 
posed redevelopment of the Bracklyn-st. area 
which has been approved by the Reconstruction 
Committee and forwarded to the L.C.C. for 
acceptance. 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Bakewell.—_R.D.C. propose houses at Long- 
stone. 


Barnard Castle.—North-Eastern Housing 
Association to erect 102 houses. Plans by J. R. 
Wetherell, Tweedholme, Picton-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. i 

Bideford.—T.C. to negotiate with John 
Williams & Co., St. Austell, for erection at 
Barton housing estate of 28 Cornish Unit 
houses, an to M.H. a Por 

Bolton.—T.C. approved:—Garage and show- 
rooms off Manchester-rd., for A. Brammall, 
Ltd.; works extensions at Nelson-st., for T. 
Walker & Sons, Ltd. : 

Chesterfield.—Watch Committee propose 10 
police houses at Boythorpe, Newbold, Lancaster 
and Mansfield roads. 

Ellesmere Port.—Shell Petroleum Co., Ltd., 
Stanlow, propose synthetic soap factory at 
Thornton.—U.D.C. propose housing estate at 
Childer, Thornton. 

Harrow.—Plans for erection of 178 “ Easi- 
form” houses by John Laing & Son, Ltd., at 
Elstree Hill estate are being discussed by 
U.D.C. with M.H. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne,—C. 8, Errington, 46, 
Grainger-st., _Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect 
for factory at Bede estate for Beck & Cohen, 
td., London. 

Keighley.—T.C. oo works extensions at 
Aireworth-rd., for Keighley Grinders, Ltd. 

Lancaster.—City Council authorised City E. 
to. negotiate contract with Gilbert Ash, Ltd., 
Stanhope-gate, W.1, for 200 “‘ Easiform ” houses 
at Hala-rd. site. : 

Leeds.—L.N.E. Railway propose alterations 
and new buildings at railway station, at 
£543,000. 


Leigh.—T.C. propose development of Hulme- 
la. site for houses. 

Luton.—Plans approved for 9 shops at Lea- 
grave estate and 5 at Hart Hill estate, for 


Manchester.—T.C. propose 5 shops at. Newall- 
green neighbourhood unit, Wythenshawe.—T.C. 
approved :—Works canteen_at Waterloo-rd. and 
Albion-st., Cheetham, for M. J. Almond & Co.. 
Utd.; additions to factory at Jordan-st., Knott 
Mill, for J. Pamphlion & Sons, Ltd.; rebuild- 
ing shops and flats, at Withington-rd., Whalley 
Range, for W. W. Taylor, 1, Brackley-rd., 
Heaton Chapel; extensions at Kingsway 
Garage, Kingsway, and Fog-la., Didsbury, for 
Kingsway Garage Co.; warehouse at factory. 
Forge-la.,_ Bradford, for Richard Johnson & 
Nephew, Ltd.; additions to works at Dolphin- 
= 7 MaDe, Ardwick, for A. Macnair & 

‘o., Ltd. 

Middlesbrough.—Plans prepared for private 
hotel at Marton-rd., for A. N. Dodsworth. 
Architect is Thomas A. Crawford, 80. Borough- 
rd.,_ Middlesbrough.—Social club proposed at 
Millbrook-ave., for Brambles Farm Social Club. 
fom prepared by J. A. Kenyon, B.E., Town 

all. 


Middleton.—T.C. propose municipal restaur- 
ant. Plans by J. Pollard (L.), B.E. 
Newburn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to erect. 360 houses 
at Lemington and West Denton. Plans by S. 

Newcastle, Staffs.—Silverdale Equitable Co- 
operative Society, Ltd.. propose model bakery 
at Lower Milehouse-rd. Plans by Hollins. 
Jones & Oldacre (F/A.), architects, Lloyds 
Bank-chbs.—T.C. propose two blocks of maison- 
ates at Silverdale and two blocks at Chester- 
on. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council acquired 
further 21 acres of land at Longhenton estate 
and 10% acres at Benton Lodge for housing. 

Oldham.—T.C. propose civic centre, health 
centre, technical college, etc. 

Rochcale.—T.C. propose to develop site off 
Thornham-rd. for housing estate. 

thend.—E.C. to acquire site at Prince-ave. 
for primary school, at £15,100. 

South Shields.—Harton Dyeworks, Ltd., South 
Shields, propose factory at Bede estate.—The 
architects for rebnilding of cinema at Ocean-rd., 
for W. B. Rolam. are J. H. Morton & Son, 
Martin’s Bank-chbs., Fowler-st., Senth Shields. 
—Factory_proposed for Denton & Co., ashestos 
makers. Hilda-bldgs., Churchway. Sonth Shields. 

Staveley.—U.D.C. propose 448 houses. cinema. 
erence | hall, shops, etc., at Inkersall Green 
estate. 

Stockton-Tees.—George Turner & Co., worsted 
spinners, Brighouse, propose factory.—Lever 
Rrog.. and Unilever, Ltd., Unilever House. 
Blackfriars, London, E.C.4, are planning pro- 
<n of quay, sidings and distribution ware- 

ose. 

Tow Law (Co. Durham).—A. H. Fennell & 
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Bridge End-chbs., Chester-le- ee, are 
pr Rann for factory for Blair & C 


Tutbury.—Staffordshire C.C. prabane junior 


school. 

Warwickshire.—E.C. propose police station, 
sergeant’s house and police houses on three 
sites at Binley, nr. Coventry. 

West Lancashire.—R.D.C. TT opose 120 houses 
at Aintree, 150 houses at Maghull and 100 
houses at Mellin f, 

Whitley Bay.—P. Dodds & Sons, solicitors, 
72, Howard-st., North Shields, are acting for 
promoters of ” plan for establishing holiday 
camp. 

Wolverhampton.—T.C. cr ed day nursery at 
Borough Hospital, at £3,200. 


TENDERS 


e Denotes accepted. 

$ a ale ended for ac 

§ Denotes accepted subject to wilteotien, 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 


Bath.—17 houses at Victoria-rd., Brougham 
Hayes, Bath: *G. Mannings & Sons, Claverton 
Down, Bath. 

Bethnal Green.—50 flats at Sceptre-rd., for 
B.C.: *Rowley, Ltd., Dunloe-ave., Tottenham, 


£75,957. 
Billericay.—16 houses for U.D.C.: *Carter & 
Feniscowles, for 


Ward, Harold-gdns., Wickford. 
Blackburn.—20 houses at Li SC 
- D.C.: *Caton & Duckworth, William Henry- 
Blackburn, 005. 
<“o —26 houses at Breightmet Hall estate. 
for T.C. C. Herbert, B.E.: *Bolton Federated 
Builders, Ltd., 20, Wood- st., Bolton, £28,213. 
Brackley. —18 houses and three bungalows at 
Chipping Warden, for R.D.C.: *3. F. Booth & 
Son, 19, North Bar, Banbury, paint 
Bromsgrove.—26 houses, for R.D.C. H. T. W. 
Gough (L.), architect, 45, Newhall-st., Birming- 
ham 3. 14 at Shaw- la., Stoke Prior : *Mee, 
Ward & Mulroy, Yardley, ‘Birmingham, £16,770: 
12 at Pinchers-cl., Belb a oy “7. -€, 
Thomas, Oldswinford, Stourbridge, ” £15,208 
Carmarthen.—30 houses and roads and sewer 
works at two parishes. G. G. Thomas, §S., 13, 
Spilman-st., Carmarthen. (St. Clears—16 
houses): *H. B. Thomas, 16, Water-st., ei 
marthen, £23,676 ; (Whitland—14 houses) : *H. J 
Thomas, Llys Dewi, Clynderwen, Pembs, 


£20, 
Castle Ward.—50 houses at Dinnington, for 
ty J. Bolton, S.: *J. W. Urpeth, Bedling- 


 Chanetonbur .—14 houses at Coldwaltham, 
for R.D.C.: . J. White & Son, Littlehampton, 
Sussex pret el to M.H. approval). . 

Chester.—148 houses at Blacon No. 1 site: 

Thomas Warrington & Sons, Ltd., Ellesmere 
Port, £194,980. 

Coleraine, Co. Derry.—Six Rae at Mill- 
burn site, for T.C.: *J. & H. E. Doherty, Cole- 
raine, £9,118. 

Crosby .-24 houses at i me Holl folly-@r. gr. ~~ 
Poplarat., Church-rd. estate, for 
Fothergill, B.S.: *Greenwoods (Boole), Fide 
50. Waterworks-rd., Bootle, Liverpool 20. 

Dereham.—12 houses at Yaxham-rd. estate, 
for U.D.C.: *E. Melton, Fakenham-rd., Beetley, 
Dereham, Norfolk. 

Droitwich.—16 houses at Stalls Farm estate. 
for T.C. G. L. Robinson, B.S.: *Geo. Harrison 
& Son, Ltd., 130, Worcester-rd., Droitwich, 
£16,674. 

Dunston-on-Tyne.—Factory for ie Watch 


toa 








Co., Newcastle::*Hadden & Hillman, , New 
inidas ee. Newcastle. 

am.—Renovations at school, Aycliffe 
Colony tA. H. Grabham, Sunderland, £5960. 


Durham.—Factory at Sherburn, for Fawler & 
Armstrong, motor engineers. Architect: Edwin 


M. Lawson, Porrag tides. .. Barras Bridge, 
Newcastle. gh bk *Willlam Moss & Sons, 
Ltd., 28, ary ig. pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Elstree. ae houses at Cowley Hill, for 
R.D.C.: *C. & A. Catchpole, Ltd., Leighton 
House, Drakes-la., Potters Bar, Middx., £16,450. 

Filey.—56 houses at Newthorpe estate, for 


U.D. Alderson & Allen, architects, Halifax- 
bldgs., , “vicholae st. Scarborough: 
*Tarran Industries, Ltd., Clough-rd., ull, 


Gosforth (Northumberland). — Houses at 
Church-rd., for Trustees of the late George 
Dunn: *Wilfred Marshall, Eldon-sq., New 
ge Tyne. 

Greenwich.—28 houses at Marlborough-la., 


r B.C. :— 
‘Famand “Nuttall, Sons & Co. ramet ‘ae 


Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. . 39,750 
Arbro, Pe ... 39,664 
Campbell & & McGill, Lita. =. ... 99,613 
— (Contractors), ae. «+. 98,523 
A. Rowden & . 37,973 
Carter (Builders) Ltd... 37,495 
A Builders, Ltd. 35,888 
Th — Marbeck Property and Develop- 
ent Co. .. 34,160 
*wellin ton Developments, | “Ltd., 584, 
Woolwich-rd., Charlton, 8.E.7. 32,963 


(Subject to necessary consents.) 
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Hackney.—Rebuilding nine terraced houses at 
Gunton-rd. and one terraced house at Clevesleys- 
rd., for B.C. . G. H. Goodwin (L.), Housing 
Manager, 219, Mare-st., Hackney, E.8.: *Direct 


Harrow.—70 ‘“‘Trusteel” houses at_Wood- 
ante estate, Harrow Weald, for U.D.C.: 
J. G. Morgan, Ltd., New Denham, Uxbridge. 
age houses at Barrie-rd., for U.D.C. : 
*Hinckley & District Building ‘Trades. Em- 
= Association. 


a.—84 houses for U.D.C.: *Tarran In- 
dugcen itd., Clough-rd., Hull. 
L.c. ores, exceeding £2,500 value 


placed by L.C.C. during period ended Novem- 
ber 6: —Superstructures of blocks 1 & 2 of dwell- 
ings, etc., at Sheringham estate, St. Maryle- 
bone, Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tower Works, Dun- 
loe-av., N.17; Block 16 of dwellings at Ken- 
nington Park estate, Lambeth, A. N. Coles 
(Contractors), Ltd., 49, St. Petersburg- pl., W.2; 
Formation of kitchen and stores, etc., at 
Ackmar-rd. school, Fulham, John Lewis (Build- 
ing), Ltd., 13-17, Alperton- ja., Perivale, Middx. 
Repair of war- damaged dwellings as follows :— 
East Hill estate, Wandsworth (PI mouth and 
Newlyn Houses), Higgs & Hill, Ltd., Crown 
Works, South Lambeth-rd., §.W.8; Hu hes 
Fields estate, Deptford and Greenwich, Gi 


House, G. E. Wallis & Son, Ltd., 231, ‘Strand, 
W.C.2; > ac ag Glenville Houses, Troy 
& Co., L co Bt James’-st., S.W.1; Liiestous 


estate, st "Mtazvlebone (Orchardson and Framp- 


ton Houses), F Troy & Co. St. James’- 
st., S.W.1 Pembury vane” "weet Bir- 
chington House), Crosby & Co., Ltd., Lion 


Works, Farnham, Surrey; St. George’s estate, 
Stepney (block 2), ‘se. & Horner, Ltd. 

Fenchurch-st., ele Will Crooks estate, "Pop oP 2230 
lar (Devitt House), F. Troy & Co., Ltd., 7, 

James’-st., S.W.1; Kennington Park ‘estate, 
Lambeth (Grace and Stoddart Houses), Higgs 
& Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd., 
S.W.8; Ossulston estate, St. Pancras (Levita 
House), Sims, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 78, Mount- 


st., Park- la., W. i Whiston House, Goldsmith- 
rd., Hackney, J. W. & §. Dorin, Lid., 64, Gros- 
venor-dr., Whitley Bay, Northumberland; 


Bourne Estate, Holborn (Kirkeby Buildings), 
a Bros., Ltd., 34-5, High Holborn, 


Letchworth.—20 blocks of Du pelos houses (iz 
houses per block) at yt wey West, 
U.D.C. _C. M. Crickmer, L. L. Brown, 

Hall, J. C. Tickle, Associated Architects. 
Quantities by Frederic semcws, per 

Hurst, Weston & Co. ees .. £67,466 
Curtis Swain, i st. yen 62,994 
T. Openshaw & Co., Ltd., Letciiworii 62,300 
John ay, Ltd., Letchworth... 61,594 
*B. G. Cox, Letchworth... 57,746 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, 

Lon én . 56,675 

A. rome Boxter (Stotfold), Lta =: 54,411 

Littleborough.—78 houses at Hollingworth 
= site. E. S. England, architect, 12, Clegg- 

Oldham: *E. Taylor & Co., Ltd., Ebor-st., 
Tittleborsugh, Lancs. 

London.—Extensions at &. Martin’s-le-Grand 
Central Telegraph Office, for M.O.W.: *Demo- 
lition and Construction Co., Ltd., London. 
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London (Air pega .—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended November 9 :— 
Painting work ; T. Jenkinson & Sons (Doncaster), 
Ltd., Doncaster; Spraycraft Co., Ltd., Bromley, 
Kent; Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Roc hdale, Lancs ; 
C. J. Else & Co., Ltd., Matlock ; Industrial and 
Decorative Art Co., Ltd., Mansfield, | Notts. 
General maintenance work: F. Sheph & Son, 

Ltd., York; A. Richmond & Sons, neti G. & 
J. Seddon, nm, Ltd., Little Hulton, _ nr. Bolton, 
Lancs; Ainsty Building Estates, Ltd., Copper- 


ate, - 

SfLondon” (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed _ by 
M.o.W. during week ended November 7 :— 
London: Finchley, Manorside school, temporary 
buildings, Albert Monk, 24, Hertford- rd., N.1 
Aberdeenshire: Aberdeen, site work and founda- 
tions, aluminium houses, Donald C. Stewart, 
Bridge of Don. Beds Sharnbrooke school, 
Kitchen and dining-room, M. & F. O. Foster & 


York-rd., Hitchin. Derbys: Alvaston 
County “Borough junior school, kitchen and 
dining-room, ‘ord Weston, Qsmaston-rd., 
Derby. Devon: Plymouth, C.C.13A, residual 
and site wor ere and U.S.A. houses, 
J. Garrett & Tavistock-rd., Ply- 
mouth. Durha “es ’ Fellin: te. site work and 


foundations, aluminium ouses, George Hender- 
son, Boldon-la., _~* plan. Gloucester: Bad- 
minton, R Sons, Ham- 
brook, Bristol. fo ry Ashley, New Mil-' 
ton school, temporary classrooms, F. M. 
Witcher, Belmontrd., Ashley, New Milton. 
Kincardineshire: Johnshaven and St. Cyrus, 
rr work and Tarran houses, Purvis Industries, 
, Cobden-st., Montrose. Lanarkshire: Glas- 
rian . St. Mark's school, temporary classrooms, 
Mma & Charl les-st., St. Rollox, 
} asgow. Langrishire, Food work and ae 
a uar asgow 
ps Ae road, Glasgow, E.2. Glasgow, Our 
Lady and St. Francis school, temporary class- 
rooms, Findlay & McGeechan, Ltd Paton- 
st., G Ww. nes: Chorley M.B. th, Moor- 
rd. Farm, site work and Tarran houses, s 
Grindlay, Ltd., Grand-buildings, Rawtenstall. 
Preston ‘O.B.3, "Grange estate, site work and 
foundation, aluminium houses, John Turner & 








ns, Ltd. William Henry-st. oe St. 
Helens, Sacred Heart R.C. school, rary 
building, Kearsley & Gee, Heath rod 
Saw Mills, note. 


Ashton- tn-Materhan’ 
Ashley Woulds U.D.C., site work and wer 
tions, aluminium houses, Drury & Co., 4 
Allen House, Newark-st., Leicester. 

Lincs: East Elloe U.D.C., site work and 
foundations, aluminium houses, G. A. Thurston, 
Wellingole, near Lincoln. Lincoln, Mount-st. 
school, dining-room and kitchen, R. M. Phillips 
& Son, Ltd., Estate Yard, Brigg. Middz: 
Twickenham B.C.4, = work and foundat ions, 
aluminium houses, C. Davies, Ltd., Orchard 
Estate, GhepperioexTuainen Norfoik : King's 
Lynn, superstructures for Howard houses, John 
oward & Oo., Ltd., 13, Buckingham-gate, 
S.W.1. Notts: Hucknall U.D.C., Con 2, sites 
for temporary houses, A. H. Taylor, Ltd., 151, 
Attenborough-la., Attenborough. Perthshire : 
Invergowrie, site work and Arcon ‘houses, Wm. 
Sprunt & Co., Lid., Inverallan-road, Bridge of 
Allan. West Bromwich 4, Temporary 
Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton), 
Ltd., 29, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton. Stirling- 
shire: * stining high school, temporary class- 
rooms, Wilson & Garden, Lid., 17-21, Newton- 
st., Kilsyth. Sussex: Haywards Heath, roads 
and sewers, foundations and site work, alu. 
minium houses, Saunders (Contractors), Ltd., 
London-rd., Burgess Hill. Worcs: .. Dudley; 
Halesowen-road, kitchen and: dining-room, Wm, 
Cooper & Son (Builders), iid. Blackheath, Bir; 
mingham. Yorks: B.4, site work, etc., 
aluminium houses, Harrison & Co. ( H 
Ltd., Posthill =. Farnley, Leeds. onte- 
fract a garages, etc., Wilsons Neg oe 








Selby-rd., Whitkirk. Halifax Battin- 
p mae Sone dining-room and scul liery 
— h& Son, Ltd., 30, Moorfield-st., "Viral 


be u —, Moorside school, gocliing-toom 
nd scullery, F. atmou; 3 
Moorfield-st-, Halifax. " 

a? ww. houses at Ivy-rd. estate. for 
T.C. A. Heppenstall (A.), Boro’ A., Pear 
Tree pt Jordangate: *Forbes Construction 
Co., Ltd., 17, Sydda I-rd., Bramhall, Stockport. 

M anchester —Works for 3 L. C. Howitt 

0 2, 

1 & 





i oy) Oe Reinstatem of “ Ai 

él Liverpool-rd., Barton, M eterette *w. 
Fearnley Sons, Ltd., Eccles New-rd., 
5. 


arple.—18 houses, one block of four flats 
oat pent Ena alows at High-la. ate, for 
.C. allis, S.: *W. Turner, 4, Oat- 

st, Stockpo 


cgi houses at Arley, for K.D.C.: 
*Hurst & Beamish, Hampton-in-Arden, Bir- 
mingham, £36,796. 


Newcast! Staffs.—Works for T.C. A. Cotton, 

8. 100‘ sins ’’ houses at various estates: 
*C. Cornes & Son, Lid., Lichfield-st., a 
oste! 


Stoke-on-Trent ; alterations to Munici 
er ot Wardle, .. Central Works, Market. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Factory at ia ‘or 
Nowe & Turner: *Stanley M ‘Milter; 17, ‘N bike 
lew ; 


G 
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rd PO Newburn-on-Tyne. 


North Shields.—Two factories for North East 
Teadiog Estates: *E. Jeffcocks, Ltd., Walbottle- 


.—Canteen at Alexandra Park school, 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


7,800 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH— 
SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON THIS 











SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
And over 40 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


"Phone or write : 
Secretary: 


23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3. 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


for E.C. J. W. Hitchings, B.Educ. Architect : 
*Whitworth, Whittaker & Co., ida, obin 
Hill Works, Rochdale-rd., Oldham 

«1 ftPington.—Further 100 houses, “for U.D.C.: 

O'Sullivan (Kenley), sae, Arterial- rd., St. 

Me Cray, Kent, £119,44 

Rothwell.—42 houses cod 10 vengsows at 
Holmsle as la. site, for U.D.C.: *G. Monk- 
man & Nowell-la., Leeds, £55,497 (subject 
to M.H. approval) 

si ouses at Carrington-la., for T.C. 

E. Bleakley, M.I.M. & Cy.E., 8.: *J. BE. Dean & 
Sons, Beech-gr., Sale. 

Sedgley.—52 houses at Lower Gornal site, for 
U.D. Ww. Jones, 8.: *W. Whittingham, 
Ltd., Wolverhampton. 

Skipton.—Houses for U.D.C, K. B. Robin- 
son, 8. 50 “ Airey” precast rmanent type 
houses: *B. B. Kirk, Waller Hill, Skipton; 20 
permanent traditional type hones (extension 


of existing contract): *W. & J. Glossop, High- 
field house, Bramley- rm Pippsholme, alifax. 
Skipton.— Houses . Turner, 


Ltd., Keighley (eight. at the Stone Grove site, 
Steeton), £9,837; *Merritt & Fryer, Skipton 
(one block of semi-detached houses at Brad- 
ley), £2,659. 

Sligo, Eire.—106 houses at Keappechbes. Jo for 
Corporation: *Maloney & Taylor, Sligo. £7: 

Stockton-on-Tees.—216 houses at Newhoun 
Grange, for T.C. F. P. Burridge, Boro’ A.: 
em Brown & Son, Boathouse-la., Stockton-on- 
ees. 

Sunderiand.—Additions to factory at Pallion 
estate, for Whyman, Ltd.: *H. E. Pitt, Ltd., 
Millfield, Sunderland. 

Torrington.—Five pairs of houses in five dis- 
tricts, for R.D.C.: *Sanders & Co., South Mol- 
toe, £1, = each. 


Tynemouth.—100 houses, io T.C.: *Temple & 
Yue. whitey Bay (50); *M. J. Liddle, Gos- 
gton.—Houses for T.C. J. Y. Hughes, 


Warrin 
B.8., Municipal-bldgs., 
Dallam Farm estate: 
ence-st.; 25 at Capesthorne- rd. estate: 
Challinor (both of Warrington). 

West Bromwich.—38 Orlit, 40 Hills and 92 
B.LS.F. houses, for *Gee, Walker & 
Slater, Ltd., £125,449, 











WOOD BLOCK 


FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 











Boyle's -ur*se» Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 





IN USE 








Waterloo-rd., for 
*K. S. R 


November 15 1946 


West Hartlepool.—i00 B.LS.F. 
Kendal-rd., Patterdale-st., 
tate, for ‘T.c. F. Cross, Acting 
Ltd., 55, oid “Bond- st., London. 


houses 


at 


and Rift House es- 
B.E.: *Nox, 


Westminster.—Interior and exterior decora- 


tions at housing estates, 
Grosvenor estate, *Sims & Russell, Ltd. 


for City Council: 
£2,443 ; 


Regency-st., dwellings, *The Bunting Construc- 


tion Co., Lt td., £2,726. 
Wolverhampton.— Occupational Centre 
T.C. M. Law, 


ock’ & Co., Ltd., 25008 


at 

















J. HONOUR &SONLTD 
JOINERY MANUFACTURERS 
BUILDERS and CONTRACTORS 
TRING, HERTS. Tel.: Tring 2014 

















(swe ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING co 


SMART'S LANE 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 








VENTILATING ENGINEERS SALES HIRE 
27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.2 ERECTION CRADLES 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5859 














sphone: WAT.5474 
W.& M.NEGUS,LTD. 


STATION WORKS: KING JAMES ST., SEI. 














GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


LIMITED 


of 


CAMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE: 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1 


Tel. : CHAmcery 7901-3 
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